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Abstract

T

collaboration between these two institutions connected with the archaeological project that has been conducted by the Institute of 

Archaeology, JU in the Mesa Verde region since 2011.

Resumen

paredes de abruptos acantilados. Estas colonias de la antigua cultura de los indios pueblo fueron levantadas y habitadas en el siglo 

milenio antes de Cristo. Además de la arquitectura de piedra que constituye un rasgo característico de dicha cultura, otro de sus 

elementos conocidos corresponde a la cultura material, representada sobre todo por la cerámica pintada con tintes negros sobre los 

Palabras clave:
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INTRODUCTION

Canyon, dated to the thirteenth century AD in the central Mesa Verde region, southwestern Colorado 

The project is conducted with the cooperation with American institutions, Crow Canyon 

Archaeological Center (CCAC) in Cortez, Colorado and Anasazi Heritage Center (AHC), Bureau of 

in order for the students of archaeology at the Institute of Archaeology, Jagiellonian University in 

 The donated collection consists mainly of painted and corrugated pottery (57 sherds) and stones 

artifacts were found, but based on the typology of pottery and lithic assemblages from the area as well 

as description of the collection, the Transfer of Custody issued by AHC and personal communication 

with AHC staff, we may estimate the location where the most of the artifacts were collected from as 

Figure 1. The location of the central Mesa Verde region in the North American Southwest (after Varien 2000: 8).
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heart of the central Mesa Verde region. 

PUEBLO CULTURE IN THE MESA VERDE REGION

The Mesa Verde region is part of a larger area called the North American Southwest. This area 

covered with sagebrush are interrupted by high plateaus (mesas) cut by deep canyons and mountain 

ranges with pine and spruce woodlands. Archaeologically, the Mesa Verde region or Northern San 

Juan region includes adjacent parts of what are presently southeastern Utah, southwestern Colorado, 

Ancestral 

day northern and central parts of Arizona and New Mexico, where their descendants still live today 

more stories tall were constructed. The walls of these buildings were built from shaped sandstone 

slabs or clay adobe

were modelled by hand. They were made with poor quality clay, to which a small amount of admixture 

already appeared by the late sixth century AD and was then represented in the Mesa Verde region by 
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most common styles in the collection.

A separate type of pottery was the corrugated pottery. These vessels were used mainly for 

preparing meals. Very rarely were they painted, and the originally decorated surface was made mostly 

it was extremely diverse and made from various raw materials. When it comes to stone tools, one 

mano and metates, as 

the second, next to pottery, most common part of the collection which, however, does not contain any 

objects made of hard stone.

and corrugated ceramics (Tabs. 1, 2). The painted pottery from the collection comes mainly from the 

The collection has 5 sherds of handles from various utensils, including from a cup and jug, painted, 

technologically well-executed production - the paste is smooth, uniform, with a subtle (<1mm) 

and coated with a slip. The painted decorative elements are carefully crafted, with a distinct and uniform 

color of the dish surface structure, while the colors are mostly mineral or carbon paintings (Mancos 
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(Green 2010: 22, 31, 34). In the collection most of the vessel sherds feature decorations made on the 

outside of the vessel, with some examples on the inside, as well as some cases on both the inside and 

outside of the vessel (particularly bowls).

Both styles characteristic mainly for the thirteenth century AD and present in the collection - i.e. 

Table 1. Types and forms of painted pottery from the collection.

Black-on-White pottery. Types
Body Rim Handle Base

Cortez 1 (jar)

Chapin 1 (bowl)

Mesa Verde 2 (bowl)

McElmo                                                           3 (bowl)

Mancos 2 (jar)
1 (bowl)
1 (dipper)

3 (bowl)

2 (jar)
2 (bowl)

2 (jar)
1 (jar corrugated exterior)
1 (bowl)
2 (dipper)

5 (bowl) 2 (jar)
2 (dipper)

1 (mug)

2 (bowl) 3 (bowl)

Table 2. Types and forms of corrugated, red ware, and unpainted pottery from the collection.

Unpainted
Body Rim Handle Base

Unpainted White Ware 1(bowl) 1

Corrugated 4 (jar)
1 (bowl)

1 (Mancos jar)
2 (Mesa Verde jar)
1 jar

2 (jar)

Greyware 2 (plain jar) 1 (Chapin Grey jar)

Red Ware 2 (bowl)
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a particular way (Breternitz 1974: 44-47). The categorization of these two dominant styles from the 

Figure 2.

Figure 3. 
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same width. In some cases we can differentiate the vessels based on small differences in technology. 

type has semi-circular edges without any obvious angulation. These differences are conventional and 

Figure 4. Examples of corrugated pottery from the collection including: rims (a, b, e), body (d), and bottom (c). 

Figure 5.
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Figure 6.  
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Figure 7. 
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analysis. There are two interesting corrugated vessel sherds with painting inside, which is not too 

which accounts for the Dolores Corrugated type with a rim slightly more curved outwards as well as 

right until the end of the settlement in this region, with a distinctive rim extremely curved to the outer 

Among the ceramic sherds from the discussed collection, we can distinguish at least three types 

of sherds of unembellished Grey Ware ceramics appearing in the Mesa Verde region during the 

has a distinctive red or red-orange color on the surface and was especially prevalent in south-eastern 

also the use of yellow, orange and white pigments - mainly minerals, using local clays to create a 

multi-colored geometric decoration on the surface of the vessels. The most beautiful examples of such 

commercial nature, between the southwestern areas of Colorado and southeastern parts of Utah, from 

mined in nearby settlements: clay resources in this region are extensive and located in different places. 

This reddish clay relatively rich in iron compounds was dried in the sun and then triturated using mano 

and metate 

hand. After obtaining the desired shape, the surface of the vessel was smoothed with small stones or 

The preparation of the dyes for ceramic painting involved the use of mineral pigments (especially 

al. 2002: 345-353), and it is from these eras that most of the ceramics from the collection originate. 
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eye alone, and additional problems may also arise from the state of preservation of the artifacts. Since 

Table 3. Types of lithic and stone assemblages from the collection.

No. Type Raw material Retouch Traces of 

weathering

Drawing Width

1 Arrowhead Morrison Chert yes no yes 40 mm 19,5 
mm

4,5 mm
part, stem and 
both barbs

2 Splintered 
piece

Brushy Basin 
Chert

no no yes 40 mm 27 mm 13 mm on a piece, 
visible part of 
cortex

3 Denticulate 
tool

Morrison 

Sandstone

denticu-
lated

no yes 38 mm 23 mm 6 mm 2 visible 

of percussion 
preserved

4 Burro Canyon no no yes 23 mm 20 mm 7 mm

5 Denticulate 
tool

Brushy Basin 
Chert

denticu-
lated

yes yes 55 mm 30 mm 10,5 mm on a piece

6
Chert

no no yes 31 mm 27 mm 5 mm slightly twisted 

7 Splintered 
piece

Morrison 
Mudstone

no no yes 19 mm 23 mm 11 mm 1 natural 
surface

8 Natural 
fragment

Burro Canyon no yes yes 55 mm 40 mm 10 mm 3 natural, fresh 
scars

9 Natural 
fragment

Bedded Chert no yes no 35 mm 29 mm 16 mm 2 natural 
surfaces

10 Natural 
fragment

Chalcedony no yes no 60 mm 31 mm 14 mm visible traces 
of thermal 

11 Natural 
fragment

Calcite no yes no 58 mm 42 mm 6,5 mm visible traces 
of thermal 

12: Natural 
fragment

Sandstone no yes no burned

13 Natural 
fragment

Sandstone no yes no burned



116

Figure 8.
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Figure 9. Figure 10.

Figure 11.
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have undergone change - especially the color of the surface, which in this study was considered to be 

the content of the raw materials, by means of determining the visibility of the grains. An attempt was 

Most of the raw materials from which the specimens were made, were locally available. Twelve 

Baars 2002). These materials were readily available locally which explains the quantity of the tools. In 

be generally described as good, both in terms of cleavage, and hardness. Among the twelve objects 

This raw material is characterized by being of high quality as well as cleavable, sharp enough even 

without retouching the edge. Its color, from bright orange to red, probably also drew the attention of 

mm x 19.5 mm x 4.5 mm. The arrowhead is not complete, as the distal part, stem and both barbs are 

missing. It was created on a slightly curved blade and the arrowhead was fully bifacially retouched. 

basis of its proportions and shape, the artifact could be considered as a stemmed point of a Dolores 

triangular in its inter-section, with a damaged proximal edge - probably through wear and tear. In the 

in dimension. The second artifact, due to visible exfoliation from two adverse directions, on the ventral 

hue. There is visible fragment of cortex, in the proximal part, of a brownish hue. The dimensions of 
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visible. The blade seems to be complete - on the dorsal side there is a bulb of percussion, while in the 

semi-stepped unilineal retouch occurred on the right side in the medial part. The tool dimensions are 

roughly: 55 x 30 x 10.5 mm.

most probably blown from the unidirectional core, a theory which is supported by the arrangement 

remained, which again indicates the usage of a soft hammer percussor. The artifact seems to be complete 

recent because of the lighter hue. Another fragment seemed to be a splintered piece, but because of its 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Heritage Center, Colorado and later by students and faculty of the Institute of Archaeology at the 

Jagiellonian University.
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It is clear that the material from the collection comes from different periods, so either at the 

collected from several different places, probably located fairly close by, as may be inferred by the 

well as from the museum employees would indicate, however, that most probably the artifacts were 

collected from Montezuma County in the southwestern part of Colorado.

type of decoration and pigments used to paint them allowed most of the ceramics from the collection to 

Small differences in the types of admixtures in different sites throughout the Mesa Verde region 

indicate that the pottery was produced in various places for their own needs and was in fact based on 

collection - a well-preserved arrowhead - shows morphological characteristics, allowing it to be dated 

any satisfactory degree of precision.

result of trade or other relations. This material is characterized by its high quality and its color, which 

Although this artifact is not subliminal in form, it is valuable because of the information that it brings 

regarding its origin.
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and their willingness to donate the collection to the Department of New World Archaeology, at the 

gratitude once again to Vince McMillan for his invaluable help during the project research since 2011. 

electronic versions of the drawings of pottery and lithics from the collection and Steve Jones for 

proofreading the English version of the article.
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