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Abstract
,QWKLVSDSHUWKHKLVWRULFDOWH[WVRI/DG\6L[6N\DSURPLQHQWIHPDOHUHJHQWRI1DUDQMRDUHH[SORUHGLQRUGHUWRHYDOXDWH
the interpersonal relationship that she maintained with .¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN, the heir and her long presumed son. This
UHYLHZVXJJHVWVWKDWVKHQHYHULQHDUQHVWUHOLQTXLVKHGWKHUHLQVRISRZHUDQGFRQWLQXHGWRH[HUWFRQVLGHUDEOHLQÀXHQFHRQWKH
court and its affairs, much after the ascendency and majority of .¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN, even going on to outlive her progeny.
7KLVH[DPLQDWLRQDOVREHDUVRXWWKHLQÀXHQFHDQGPDJQLWXGHRIUHWURVSHFWLYHWH[WVDQGDFORVHVFUXWLQ\RIWKHFRUSXVUHYHDOVWKDW
WKHORQJUHLJQLQJ/DG\6L[6N\FRQVROLGDWHGWKHSRZHULQKHUSHUVRQDQGLQÀXHQFHGWKHVXFFHVVLRQWRIDYRXUZKDWPD\KDYH
VLEOLQJVWRUXOHLQVHTXHQFHZLWKWKHVXFFHVVRURI.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN having to bide his time and await the passing of
/DG\6L[6N\$OORIWKHVHHYHQWVDUHHYDOXDWHGDQGXVHGDVDEDVLVIRUUHFRQVWUXFWLQJWKHGLI¿FXOWDQGRIWHQVWUHQXRXVUHODWLRQV
that prevailed in the Naranjo court during the late seventh and eighth centuries.
.H\ZRUGV0D\DUHJHQF\1DUDQMR/DG\6L[6N\0DWHUQDOGRPLQDQFH(SLJUDSK\

Resumen
(QHVWDFRQWULEXFLyQVHH[SORUDQORVWH[WRVKLVWyULFRVGHOD6HxRUD6HLV&LHOR²XQDUHJHQWHSURPLQHQWHGH1DUDQMR²FRQ
HO¿QGHHYDOXDUODUHODFLyQLQWHUSHUVRQDOTXHHOODPDQWXYRFRQ.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKNHOKHUHGHURTXHGHVGHKDFHPXFKR
WLHPSRVHKDVRVSHFKDGRGHVHUVXKLMR(VWDUHYLVLyQVXJLHUHTXHHOODQXQFDFHGLyGHPDQHUDGH¿QLWLYDODVULHQGDVGHOSRGHU
\FRQWLQXyHMHUFLHQGRXQDLQÀXHQFLDFRQVLGHUDEOHHQODFRUWH\VXVDVXQWRVPXFKRGHVSXpVGHODDVFHQGHQFLD\ODPD\RUtDGH
.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKNLQFOXVRGHVREUHYLYLUDVXSURJHQLH(VWHH[DPHQWDPELpQWRPDHQFXHQWDODLQÀXHQFLD\ODPDJQLWXGGHORVWH[WRVUHWURVSHFWLYRV8QDQiOLVLVGHWDOODGRGHOFRUSXVUHYHODTXHDORODUJRGHOUHLQDGRGHOD6HxRUD6HLV&LHORHO
SRGHUVHFRQVROLGyHQVXSHUVRQDHLQÀX\yODVXFHVLyQDIDYRUGHORVTXHSXGLHURQKDEHUVLGRKHUPDQRVSDUDTXHJREHUQDUDQ
VXFHVLYDPHQWH3RUFDXVDGHHVWRHOVXFHVRUGH.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKNWXYRTXHHVSHUDUHOPRPHQWRRSRUWXQR\HVSHUDU
HOIDOOHFLPLHQWRGHOD6HxRUD6HLV&LHOR7RGRVHVWRVHYHQWRVVHHYDO~DQ\VHXWLOL]DQFRPREDVHSDUDODUHFRQVWUXFFLyQGHODV
UHODFLRQHVGLItFLOHV\DPHQXGRDUGXRVTXHSUHYDOHFLHURQHQODFRUWHGH1DUDQMRGXUDQWHORV¿QDOHVGHOVLJORV9,,\9,,,
Palabras clave: Maya, regencia, Naranjo, Señora Seis Cielo, dominancia materna, epigrafía
1
 7KHTXRWHLVDWWULEXWHGWRWKHIDPRXVVSHHFKRI4XHHQ(OL]DEHWK,URXVLQJKHUWURRSVHQFDPSHGDW7LOEXU\
DWWKHPRXWKRIWKH7KDPHVLQ-XO\²GXULQJWKH6SDQLVK$UPDGD¶VFDPSDLJQ²ZKHUHVKHLVVDLGWRKDYH
SURFODLPHG³,PD\KDYHWKHERG\RIDZHDNDQGIHHEOHZRPDQEXW,KDYHWKHKHDUWDQGVWRPDFKRIDNLQJ´7KH
WUDQVFULSWWKDWLVKRXVHGLQWKH%ULWLVK/LEUDU\ 6KHOIPDUN+DUOH\I UHDGV³I have ye harte and sto=mark
of a kinge´ ZKHUHLQWKH\RIye LVRUWKRJUDSKLF>è@ 
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&KULVWRSKH+HOPNH
:LOOQRWP\ODERXUVFDUHDQGZDUPFRQFHUQIRUWKHJRRGRIWKH(PSLUHEHLQYDLQ
for I do see that I cannot make my frame of mind hereditary
&DWKHULQH,,(PSUHVVRI5XVVLD±

INTRODUCTION
The youthful Moon goddess was an exemplar of beauty and of the idealised woman in the mindset
of the ancient Maya of the Classic period (c. ൺൽ± 0RVWRIKHUGHSLFWLRQVVKRZKHUVHDWHG
VHUHQHO\DPLGVWDVW\OLVHGOXQDUFUHVFHQWFUDGOLQJKHUFKDUDFWHULVWLFUDEELW . ²DQDQLPDO
tied with this heavenly body in Mesoamerica as well as other Native American and Eastern Asian
FXOWXUHV VHH/ySH]$XVWLQ7DXEH7KRPSVRQ *O\SKLFWH[WVUHFRUGLQJWKH
waxing and waning of the moon, often use the predicate huliµVKHDUULYHG¶DQLGLRPDWLFH[SUHVVLRQ
UHIHUULQJWRWKHOXQDUSKDVHV 0DF/HRG EXW¿JXUDWLYHO\DQGE\H[WHQVLRQDOVRWRWKH
DUULYDORI/DG\0RRQ$VVXFKWKHµDUULYDO¶RIZRPHQDWGLVWDQWUR\DOFRXUWVWRPHHWWKHLUSURVSHFWLYH
KXVEDQGVZHUHOLNHQHGWRWKHSDVVDJHRI/DG\0RRQWKURXJKWKH¿UPDPHQW *UXEHDQG0DUWLQ
0LOOHUDQG0DUWLQ+RXVWRQ ²PXFKDVZDVWKHFDVHZLWK/DG\6L[6N\XSRQ
KHUDUULYDOWR1DUDQMRIURPKHUQDWLYH'RV3LODV )LJXUHEF 7KLVLVUHL¿HGE\H[DPSOHVZKHUHLQWKH
OXQDUFUHVFHQWWKDWLVXVHGLQVXFKH[SUHVVLRQVEHDUWKHOLNHQHVVRI/DG\0RRQ )LJXUHD 
7KHLPSUHVVLRQRI/DG\0RRQDVDQXQFKDQJLQJDQGDOPRVWSDVVLYHDFWRULQ0D\DFRVPRORJ\
VKRXOGKRZHYHUEHQXDQFHGE\DP\WKRORJLFDOQDUUDWLYHWKDW,GHVLJQDWHDVWKH³$EGXFWLRQIURPWKH
6HUDJOLR´7KLVP\WKVXUYLYHVLQVFHQHVUHSUHVHQWHGRQ/DWH&ODVVLFYDVHV Fൺൽ± VKRZLQJ
WKH\RXWKIXO/DG\0RRQLQWKHFRXUWRIWKHHOGHUO\+XN<RKO6L¶S, the master of deer, wild animals and
ZLOGHUQHVVLQJHQHUDO VHH+HOPNHDQG1LHOVHQ7DXEH 7KHVHGHFRURXV
and domestic scenes give way to a series of vases that appear to depict the young woman giving in
WRGHVLUHDQGHQJDJLQJLQDQLOOLFLWDIIDLUZLWKD\RXQJPDOHZKRDWWLPHVWDNHVRQWKHJXLVHRIDGHHU
.  VHH5RELFVHNDQG+DOHV 7KHDIIDLULVGLVFRYHUHGDQGWKHSDFH
RIWKHQDUUDWLYHTXLFNHQVDVZHVHH/DG\0RRQÀHHLQJRQWKHEDFNRIDGHHU .
 SUHVXPDEO\KHUORYHUDVWKH\WDNHÀLJKWEHIRUHDPRERILUDWHDQGDUPHGPHQ VHH3HQGHUJDVW
)LJ+HOPNHDQG1LHOVHQ)LJG )URPDPRUHUHFHQWDFFRXQWRIWKLV
P\WKWKDWKDVVXUYLYHGDPRQJWKH4¶HTFKL¶6LU-(ULF67KRPSVRQ  UHODWHV
WKDWLQKHUÀLJKWWKHGHHUERUH/DG\0RRQWRWKHKHDYHQVWRVHHNVDQFWXDU\ZKHUHVKHWRWKLVGD\
continues her voyage, as her assailants pursue her ceaselessly as stars. Much more than relating the
etiology of the moon and her celestial wanderings, these mythic narratives also convey the advent
RI/DG\0RRQLQKHUSURSHUDQGPRUHDGXOWSHUVRQD,WLVLQWKLVSODFLGJXLVHWKHH[FHVVHVRI\RXWK
EHKLQGKHUWKDW/DG\0RRQLVUHSUHVHQWHGLQFRXUWO\GHSLFWLRQVDVWKHFRQVRUWRI*RG'WKHDJHG
and supreme celestial deity, seated together on their throne (K0504, 5166), as archetypes of noble
demeanour (see Miller and Martin 2004: 51-54).
&RQVLGHULQJWKHFRXUWO\GHSLFWLRQVRI/DG\0RRQDVFRPSDQLRQWRSURPLQHQWPDOHVLWLVOLWWOH
surprise that the roles, duties and appearance of the earthly consort coalesced with those of the mythic
FRXQWHUSDUW<HWSURSHUGHPHDQRXUDQGVRFLDOEHKDYLRXUDWFRXUWLVVRPHWKLQJWKDWLVOLWWOHNQRZQDQG
XQGHUVWRRGHVSHFLDOO\JLYHQWKHVRXUFHVDYDLODEOH EXWVHH:RUP'DQERDQG+HOPNH (YHQWR
this day, the particular intrigues and goings-on of the few extant royal courts around the world are the
source of much gossip and speculation, much maligned by the weary and envious.
7KHVWUHVVHVRIKLJKUDQNLQKLJKO\VWUDWL¿HGVRFLHWLHVWKDWDUHSODFHGRQ\RXWKVRIQREOHELUWKVDUH
QRZZHOONQRZQDQGUHFRJQLVHGDOEHLWSDUDGR[LFDOLQWKHH\HVRIPDQ\FRQVLGHULQJWKHOLIHRIOX[XU\
DQGH[FHVVWKDWVXUURXQGVWKHLUELUWKDQGXSEULQJLQJ,QIDFWWKHDIÀXHQWDQGZHOOIHGZHUHJHQHUDOO\
better buffered against disease and thereby had greater physical stature and went on to live longer lives
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Figure 1. The lunar crescent as the logogram hulµWRDUULYH¶D -DGHLWHFHOWIURP7RPELQ6WUDW&DODNPXO
UHODWLQJWKHDUULYDOWRDP\WKLFORFDWLRQQRWH/DG\0RRQZLWKLQWKHOXQDUFUHVFHQWE 'HWDLORI1DUDQMR6WHOD
UHODWLQJWKHDUULYDORI/DG\6L[6N\LQൺൽF 'HWDLORI6WHODUHFRUGLQJWKHDUULYDORI/DG\6L[6N\WR
SURPLQHQWORFDOLWLHVZLWKLQWKHPRQXPHQWDOHSLFHQWUHRI1DUDQMR GUDZLQJVE\&KULVWRSKH+HOPNH 

WKDQWKHLUSRRUHUNLQVPHQ +DYLODQG6WRUH\:ULJKWDQG:KLWH &RQVLGHULQJKXPDQ
nature and the many analogues at our disposal we can recognise a series of patterns wherein charismatic
DQGLQÀXHQWLDOSDUHQWVDUHRIWHQIROORZHGE\LQGROHQWREVWLQDWHDQGG\VIXQFWLRQDOFKLOGUHQEXWZLWK
the next generation the cycle, fortunately, begins anew, bringing with it new promise and hope.
0XFKKDVEHHQZULWWHQDERXWWKHJUHDWNLQJVRIROGWKRVHWKDWKDYHOHIWDQLPSUHVVLYHPDWHULDO
LPSULQWLQWKHIRUPRIEXLOGLQJVDQGZKRKDYHVROLGL¿HGWKHLUG\QDVWLHVDQGVXFFHVVIXOO\ZDJHGZDUV
on their adversaries. What should be remembered is that these rulers are also the ones that have been
blessed with lengthy reigns, and it is partly through a combination of features that they have been
DEOHWRKDUQHVVWKHUHLQVRISRZHUDQGWRFDUYHRXWWKHLUSODFHLQKLVWRU\6XFKNLQJVIURPWKH0D\D
area include the famed K’inich Janaab PakalRI3DOHQTXH Uൺൽ± ZKRUXOHGIRUDVWXQQLQJ
\HDUVDVZHOODV6KLHOG-DJXDU,,,RI<D[FKLODQ Uൺൽ± ZLWKKLV\HDUVLQUXOHUVKLSDQG
WKHUXOHUNQRZQDV³$M:RVDO´RI1DUDQMR Uൺൽ± ²ZKRVHQDPHPD\DFWXDOO\KDYHEHHQ
Ajasaaj Chan K’inich2²ZKR UXOHG DW OHDVW  \HDUV PDNLQJ KLP WKH ORQJHVW UHLJQLQJ PRQDUFK LQ
Classic Maya history (see Grube 2004a: 239). In the case of Pakal the succession to the throne was
D PDWWHU RI JUHDW FRPSOH[LW\ DQG XQGRXEWHGO\ RQH JUHDWO\ GHOLEHUDWHG LQ DQWLTXLW\ )LJXUH   'XH
to his lengthy rule and advanced age at death, his eldest son acceded to the throne as Kan Bahlam
II, at the age of 49, a high age in preindustrial societies. Needless to say, his rule was necessarily
2
 7KHUHJQDOQDPHRIWKLVORQJUHLJQLQJPRQDUFKUHTXLUHVVRPHFRPPHQWV,QLWLDOO\WKLVUXOHUZDVSURYLVLRQDOO\
UHIHUUHGWRDV³'RXEOH&RPE´E\0LFKDHO&ORVV  DQLFNQDPHWKDWZDVVXSHUVHGHGE\³$M:RVDO´EDVHGRQ
a partial reading of the name (Martin and Grube 2000: 71). With the discovery of Altar 2 at Naranjo we see a more
complete form of the regnal name ending in Chan K’inich *UXEHE*UXEHDQG0DUWLQ D
form of the name that is also found on the recently discovered Stela 46 (Martin et al. 2016). Concurrently, Marc
=HQGHULGHQWL¿HGWKHORJRJUDP$-ZKLFKIXQFWLRQVDVDQDJHQWLYHSUH¿[ =HQGHUD DQGEDVHGRQDUHYHDOLQJ
H[DPSOHRIWKHQRPLQDOVHTXHQFH . LWLVFOHDUWKDWWKLV$-sign does not substitute for the vocalic sign a
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&KULVWRSKH+HOPNH

Figure 2.7KHGHVFHQWDQGVXFFHVVLRQRI3DOHQTXH¶VK’inich Janaab Pakal I (adapted after Miller and Martin
)LJ 

shorter than that of his father, reigning only a total 18 years. However, another problem presented
itself because Kan Bahlam II apparently did not have a male issue or any issue at all, and a pattern
RIDJQDWLFVHQLRULW\ZDVWKHUHIRUHLPSOHPHQWHGWRWKHVXFFHVVLRQOHDGLQJKLV\RXQJHUEURWKHUWRWDNH
up the throne. Though his junior, he was 57 years old at the time of his accession, reigning as K’an
Joy Chitam II and ruled for a comparable period of time to his predecessor and brother (LH 19 years).
Much as his brother he too seems to have been unable to produce an issue or male heir and therefore
the throne should have passed to the youngest of the brothers one7LZRRO"&KDQ0DW, but as fate would
have it, he passed at the age of 43, more than four decades before the death of K’an Joy Chitam II. This
SUHVHQWHGWKHG\QDVW\ZLWKDGLOHPPDVLQFHWKHVXFFHVVLRQE\DJQDWLFVHQLRULW\ZDVWKHUHZLWKEURNHQ
WKHVLEOLQJJHQHUDWLRQEHLQJH[KDXVWHGRISRWHQWLDOVXFFHVVRUV8QOLNHKLVEURWKHUVKRZHYHU7LZRRO"
Chan Mat had two sons, from different wives, and as such the succession was passed agnatically
7 ZKLFKXVXDOO\IRUPVSDUWRIWKHQDPHEXWSUHFHGHVLWDVDVHSDUDWHSUH¿[7KXVDWWLPHVWKHQDPHZRXOG
EHUHFRUGHGZLWKRXWWKHDJHQWLYHSUH¿[LQPXFKWKHVDPHZD\DVWKHVXI¿[LVHOLPLQDWHGLQVRPHFDVHV VXFKDV
on Naranjo Stela 3 and Altar 2). The wavy element above the sa V\OODERJUDPWKDWKDGLQLWLDOO\EHHQLGHQWL¿HG
as ZR", may just be a calligraphic feature of the sa sign. There are in fact good examples of sa signs, with such
³DQWHQQDH´RUZDY\SURWUXVLRQV HJ.DQG7RNRYLQLQH)LJE %DVHGRQWKHVHLGHQWL¿FDWLRQVWKH
most complete transliteration of the name is $-DVDML, read ajasaaj, involving the rare root as, possibly the verb
µSOD\¶ DVVHHQLQWKHFRPSRXQGIRUPalas µJDPHFKLOG¶VSOD\¶LQORZODQG0D\DQODQJXDJHV IROORZHGE\WKH
GHULYDWLRQDOVXI¿[aaj WKDWPDUNVWKHSHUIHFWDVSHFWIRUWUDQVLWLYHYHUEDOH[SUHVVLRQV7KLVUHDGLQJRIWKHQDPH
as Ajasaaj Chan K’inichFDQEHWKHUHE\WUDQVODWHGDVµ,WLVWKHUDGLDQWRQH 6XQJRG ZKRKDVSOD\HGLQWKHVN\¶
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and posthumously from father-to-son, to the one who would rule as K’inich Ahku’l Mo’ Naahb III
(r. ൺൽ± DQGHYHQWXDOO\LQDUHVXPSWLRQRIWKHDJQDWLFVHQLRULW\SDWWHUQWRKLVKDOIEURWKHU
8SDNDO.¶LQLFK (r. c. ൺൽ  VHH0DUWLQDQG*UXEH6WXDUWDQG6WXDUW
163). The legitimation process of K’inich Ahku’l Mo’ Naahb III was particularly demanding since it
UHTXLUHGDSRVWKXPRXVEHVWRZDORIKHLUGHVLJQDWLRQDQGDVDUHVXOWPXFKVWRFNZDVSODFHGRQZKDW
may be contrived historical events wherein Pakal is said to have appointed his three sons to rule in
succession, when they were all alive and well, as recorded in the fallen stuccoes of Temple 18 (see
=HQGHU6WXDUWDQG6WXDUW:RUP'DQERDQG+HOPNH 
The lengthy reign of Pakal, while celebrated today as one of the greatest in Maya history, is
clearly one that offered many challenges to his contemporaries and successors. This is a pattern that is
seen the world over, wherein long and stable reigns are often followed by short reigns and periods of
instability, if not outright civil war. This is exacerbated by the interpersonal relations between ruling
monarch and heir to the throne. A charismatic and energetic ruler is often one who concentrates all
SRZHULQWKHNLQJDQGLVXQZRQWWRGHOHJDWHOHDYLQJKLVRIIVSULQJLOOHTXLSSHGIRUWKHDUGXRXVWDVN
ahead. Such heirs are thereby often ones that live idle and decadent, if not hedonistic, lives away from
the court and never learn the art of diplomacy nor the intricacies of government. It therefore follows
that periods of stability afforded by long reign are followed, time and again, by troubled times and
disputes in the dynastic succession brought about by the advanced age of the previous incumbent.
7KLVLVZKDWZHFDQVHHLQWKHFDVHRI<D[FKLODQIROORZLQJWKHUHLJQRI6KLHOG-DJXDU,,,ZKLFKLV
SURPSWO\ IROORZHG E\ WKH VRFDOOHG ³,QWHUUHJQXP´ ZKLFK VSDQQHG D GHFDGH XQWLO WKH DFFHVVLRQ RI
<D[XXQ%DKODP IV in ൺൽ 752 (Martin and Grube 2000: 127) and at Naranjo, where the reign of Ajasaaj
Chan K’inichLVIROORZHGE\WKH³)LUVW+LDWXV´WKDWVKURXGVWKHUHLJQVRIWKHth and 37th successors,
until the accession of .¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN in ൺൽ 0DUWLQDQG*UXEH*UXEH
2004b: 197-200). These periods of unrest may have been triggered by disputes over the succession,
escalating into outright civil war, with the added intervention of foreign powers meddling in alliances
and resorting to military incursions.
7KHLPSRUWDQFHRIWKHLQWHUSHUVRQDOUHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQNLQJDQGKHLUEHWZHHQIDWKHUDQGVRQ
cannot be overstated, since it inherently had a profound impact on the nation that they ruled. A close
and nurturing father, one unafraid to delegate and willing to show his son the proverbial ropes would
XQGRXEWHGO\EHWWHUHTXLSWKHIXWXUHNLQJDQGWKHUHE\WKHSURVSHFWVRIWKHNLQJGRP7KXVZKHUHDVWKH
psychological realm of the royal few and their complicated interrelationships are often little understood,
WKHVHQHFHVVDULO\DIIHFWDQGLQÀXHQFHQRWRQO\WKHLQWHUUHODWLRQVRIWKHFRXUWEXWDOVRWKHUHDOPDWODUJH
QRWWRPHQWLRQIDUÀXQJDOOLHVDQGRSSRQHQWV$FFRUGLQJO\DFOHDUHUDQGPRUHLQFLVLYHDVVHVVPHQWRI
such relations, especially at a psychological level is of paramount importance to a critical evaluation
of the historical texts at our disposal. It is with precisely this aim that I have examined the texts from
Naranjo that date to the late seventh and eighth centuries, especially those pertaining to the regency of
/DG\6L[6N\DQGWKHUHLJQRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN, who has long been presumed to be her son,
in order to attempt a socio-psychological reconstruction of their interpersonal relationships. As this
PD\EHWKH¿UVWVXFKDUFKDHRSV\FKRORJLFDOVWXG\LQWKH0D\DDUHDWKHUHDUHXQGRXEWHGO\PDQ\VDOLHQW
FUHDVHVOHIWWRLURQRXWEXWLWLVDQDWWHPSWDQGRQHZKLFK,KRSHZLOOVWLPXODWHOLNHIRUD\VDQGIXUWKHU
discussions of this approach vis-à-vis the matter of historiography.

WOMEN IN MAYA SOCIETY
'HVSLWHRXUDSSUHFLDWLRQRIWKHHSLWRPHRIZRPDQNLQGZHNQRZUHPDUNDEO\OLWWOHRIWKHUROHRI
women in Classic Maya society. Could women own property outright, could they sever marital bonds
DQG GHSXWLVH RQ EHKDOI RI WKHLU PDOH UHODWLRQV IDPLO\ PHPEHUV DQG FRXQWHUSDUWV DOLNH" 0HQ DQG
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women, by all accounts, did not lead antithetical lives, but complementary ones (see Stuart 2003),
each dominating not only the division of labour, but also gender ideologies and the practicalities of
GDLO\OLIH VHH-R\FH$UGHQ5RELQDQG%UXP¿HO ,QVRPHPHDVXUHZHFDQEURDFK
HPLFSUHFRQFHSWLRQVRIZRPHQDVWKHOLJKWHUVNLQQHGLQGRRUPHPEHUVRIVRFLHW\ZKHUHDVPHQZHUH
precisely the opposite, a stereotype that was fostered by depictions of men and women in courtly
VFHQHVDVZHOODVZRPHQWUDYHOOLQJXQGHUWKHVKDGHGFDQRSLHVRISDODQTXLQVRUDWOHDVWFRQFHDOHG
XQGHUEURDGEULPPHGKDWV VHH1HKDPPHU.QXEVHHDOVR6FKHOHDQG)UHLGHO
Stone 2011).
2QHDVSHFWRIZRPHQDQGWKHLUUROHLQVRFLHW\WKDWLVEH\RQGGLVSXWHLVWKHLUSDUDPRXQWLPSRUWDQFH
in procreating children and as such represent the clearest means of tracing descent. This is particularly
true since one can be certain as to who the mother of a child is, whereas in the case of the father the
issue is often more liable to contention. Also childbirth in preindustrial society was the most perilous
DQGOLIHWKUHDWHQLQJREOLJDWLRQRIDZRPDQRQSDUZLWKWKHUROHRIPHQDVZDUULRUVIDOOLQJRQWKH¿HOG
RIEDWWOH7KLVLVDQHTXLYDOHQFHEHWZHHQWKHVH[HVWKDWZDVGUDZQLQ0HVRDPHULFDDVDWWHVWHGE\WKH
differing types of afterlives promised, with fallen warriors and women dying in childbirth going on to
WKHXWPRVWÀRULGSDUDGLVLDFDOUHDOP VHH7DXEH 7KHSODFHRIIDPLOLHVDQGWKHVRFLDOUROHV
RIWKHLUPHPEHUVZHUH¿UPO\JURXQGHGLQVRFLDOQRUPVDQGH[SHFWDWLRQVRIVRFLHW\7KXVWRIRUPD
family, as a viable socio-economic unit, to bond with the opposite sex and to procreate, to be a good
spouse, a good parent, are all ideals of most human societies throughout the ages, and the Classic Maya
DUHQRH[FHSWLRQLQWKLVUHJDUG 9i]TXH]/ySH] 
At the level of the nuclear family, whereas emphasis is usually always placed on the relationship
EHWZHHQIDWKHUDQGVRQHVSHFLDOO\DVWKLVSHUWDLQVWRG\QDVWLFVXFFHVVLRQVDQGNLQJOLVWVWKHUHODWLRQVKLS
EHWZHHQPRWKHUVDQGWKHLUFKLOGUHQLVHTXDOO\LPSRUWDQWDOWKRXJKPXFKOHVVGLVFXVVHGLQWKHDFDGHPLF
OLWHUDWXUH7KXVLWLVSUXGHQWQRWWRHIIDFHWKHLPSRUWDQWUHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQTXHHQDQGKHLUPRWKHU
and son. Much more than the mere procreators of dynastic successors, the role that women are usually
cast in, the mother of the heir and women in the ancient Maya court at large were also responsible
IRUDZLGHDUUD\RIHFRQRPLFDQGULWXDOWDVNVDQGREOLJDWLRQVWKDWZHUHGHHPHGHVVHQWLDOWRSURSHU
SHUIRUPDQFH GHFRUXP DQG SURSULHW\ ,QRPDWD   +RXVWRQ DQG 6WXDUW    )RU
LQVWDQFHLIZHORRNWRPakalDQGWKHVRFDOOHG2YDO7DEOHWWKDWFRPPHPRUDWHVKLVDFFHVVLRQZHVHH
WKDWLWLVKLVPRWKHU/DG\Sak K’uk’, who hands him the headdress at his coronation, a shell-platelet
KHDGGUHVVWKDW¿QGVLWVRULJLQVLQWKHUHJDOLDRI7HRWLKXDFDQ )LJXUHD 7KXVKHUHZHVHHWKDWLWLV
the ritual actions of the mother that provide legitimacy and without this the ruler would be without a
FURZQ:KLOHWKHVFHQHGHSLFWHGLQWKLVSDQHOKDVORQJEHHQWDNHQWRUHSUHVHQWDW\SLFDO&ODVVLF0D\D
ritual, based on recent evidence it now seems clear that this headdress as well as the ritual and the lore
surrounding it all ultimately derive from Teotihuacan. While the origin of the shell-platelet headdress
KDVEHHQGLVFXVVHGDWVRPHOHQJWKE\VHYHUDOVFKRODUV 0DUWLQ1LHOVHQDQG+HOPNH
 YRQ :LQQLQJ   LW LV WKH ULWXDO DFW RI SUHVHQWLQJ WKH KHDGGUHVV WKDW VWDQGV RXW LQ WKLV
UHJDUG2QDEURZQZDUHFHUDPLFYHVVHOGLVFRYHUHGLQWKH/D9HQWLOODEDUULRRI7HRWLKXDFDQZHVHH
a scene incised into the bottom of the vase, depicting a woman wearing a characteristic kechkeemitl
ZKRUHDFKHVRXWDKHDGGUHVVKHOGLQKHUKDQGV )LJXUHE DQWLFLSDWLQJWKHVFHQHRIWKH2YDO7DEOHW
E\VHYHUDOFHQWXULHV7KHIHDWKHUKHDGGUHVVWKDWVKHKROGVLVTXDOL¿HGE\DWUDSH]HDQGUD\<HDU6LJQ
and is complete with false hair, as is typical of Teotihuacan headdresses (Conides and Barbour 2002:
1LHOVHQ 7KLVVFHQHDVZHOODVDQRWKHUUHSUHVHQWHGRQDLQFLVHGSODQRUHOLHI
VKHUG YRQ:LQQLQJ GHPRQVWUDWHWKDWWKLV0HVRDPHULFDQFRURQDWLRQULWXDOFDQEHWUDFHGEDFNWR
Early Classic Teotihuacan and corroborates the important role of women in royal rites as well as their
pivotal place in performing the rite of succession.
Key concepts that must also be raised in this regard are Maternal Dominance and Matrifocality,
ZKLFK,ZLOOLQWURGXFHLQWXUQ:KHUHDVWKHLQWURGXFWLRQRI:HVWHUQ3V\FKRORJLFDODQG6RFLRORJLFDO
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Figure 3. Iconographic scenes that demonstrate the pivotal role of women in the accession ceremonies in
0HVRDPHULFDD 7KHVRFDOOHG2YDO7DEOHWRI6WUXFWXUH(ZLWKLQWKHSDODFHRI3DOHQTXH DIWHU/RWKURS
3ODWHE E 6FHQHLQFLVHGLQWRDQ(DUO\&ODVVLFFHUDPLFYHVVHO/D9HQWLOOD7HRWLKXDFDQ GUDZLQJE\&KULVWRSKH
+HOPNHFRXUWHV\RIWKH3UR\HFWR$UTXHROyJLFR/D9HQWLOOD 

FRQFHSWVDWWKLVMXQFWXUHPD\UDLVHDIHZH\HEURZV,WDNHDVJLYHQWKDWWKHEDVLFSK\VLRJQRP\DQG
SV\FKRORJLFDOVWRFNRIPRGHUQKXPDQVEHLWLQWKHLQWKHPRGHUQZRUOGRULQDQFLHQWFLYLOL]DWLRQV
DUHHTXLYDOHQWDQGLQKHUHQWO\XQFKDQJHG,WLVIURPWKLVYDQWDJHWKDWZHFDQDVVHVVWKHSV\FKRORJLFDO
conditions and interpersonal relations using these modern labels, although it is conceded that cultural
differences, then as well as now, exert tremendous pressures on how individuals are able to cope with
adversity and to express anxiety and emotions. Maternal Dominance is a concept that has wide bearing
in Anthropological and more recently in Socio-biological literature, since one of the basic stipulations
LVWKDWGRPLQDQWPRWKHUVRUZRPHQZKRH[HUWLQÀXHQFHXSRQWKHRWKHUPHPEHUVRIKHUJURXSDQG
WKHUHE\DVVXPHDSRVLWLRQRISRZHUDUHPRUHOLNHO\WRDWWUDFWPDOHVIRUWKHSXUSRVHVRIUHSURGXFWLRQ
and to consolidate their position in the community, but will also, oddly enough exhibit a biological
SURSHQVLW\WRJLYHELUWKWRDKLJKHUIUHTXHQF\RIPDOHVWKDQPLJKWRWKHUZLVHEHH[SHFWHG HJ*HOOHU
DQG6WRFNHWW*UDQW :KHUHDVWKHXQGHUO\LQJSULQFLSOHRIWKLVK\SRWKHVLVFDQEHGLVFXVVHG
as can the veracity of the results of the studies conducted on human populations, the usefulness of the
label to designate women in positions of power and the associated psychological traits, and how these
DIIHFWLQWHUSHUVRQDOUHODWLRQVDUHZKDW,GHHPWREHPRVWUHOHYDQW$VVXFKZHFDQVSHDNRI0DWHUQDO
'RPLQDQFHDVGLYRUFHGIURPWKH6RFLRELRORJLFDODSSOLFDWLRQVRIWKHK\SRWKHVLVWKDW¿OOWKHDFDGHPLF
literature, as a pattern wherein strong and charismatic women, who are mothers to sons, tend to
dominate much of the interpersonal relations in a given community and generally affect the formation
RIWKHLUFKLOGUHQ¶VFKDUDFWHUDQGWRVRPHGHJUHHUHSUHVVWKHLUVRQVDQGFRQWUROWKHLUDFWLRQVWKURXJKRXW
OLIH:KHUHDVLWPD\EHGLI¿FXOWWRGHPRQVWUDWHHPSLULFDOO\LQSDUWLFXODUO\GUDVWLFLQVWDQFHVWKHVRQVRI
dominant mothers can be observed to pass away before the mothers themselves, presumably a product
RISV\FKRORJLFDOGHWHULRUDWLRQDQGORZHUHGLPPXQLW\EXIIHULQJFRXSOHGZLWKGLVHDVH$QRWKHUNH\
FRQFHSWKHUHLVWKDWRI0DWULIRFDOLW\ VHH*HOOHUDQG6WRFNHWW :KHUHDVPXFKLQNKDVEHHQVSLOOHG
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on discussions of whether Classic Maya society was patrilineal or matrilineal, the current evidence
DIIRUGHGE\WKHHSLJUDSKLFUHFRUGFRQ¿UPVWKHLPSRUWDQFHRISDWULOLQHDOGHVFHQWZKLFKEHDUVRXWWKH
RYHUW PDOHGRPLQDQFH RI PXFK RI &ODVVLF 0D\D SROLWLFV 9D]TXH] /ySH]    3UHIHUULQJ
WRVLGHVWHSWKLVGHEDWH,ZRXOGOLNHXVWRFRQVLGHUWKHWHUP0DWULIRFDOLW\DQGWKHLPSRUWDQFHRIWKH
FRQFHSWGHQRWHGLQGHVFULELQJWKHUHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQ/DG\6L[6N\DQG.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN
RI1DUDQMR2QHZD\WRGH¿QHPDWULIRFDOLW\LVE\LWVDQWLWKHVLVVLQFHWKHWHUPFDQEHXVHGWRGHVFULEH
societies that exhibit a low degree of patridominance at the level of the household. A more genuine
GH¿QLWLRQZLWKUHODWLYHO\ZLGHFXUUHQF\LQ$QWKURSRORJ\VHHVPDWULIRFDOLW\DVGHVFULELQJDGRPHVWLF
group that it is centred on a woman and children, with the father(s) of these children being only
intermittently present in the life of the group and occupy a decidedly secondary place. The maternal
¿JXUH LV QRW QHFHVVDULO\ WKH ZLIH RI RQH RI WKH FKLOGUHQ¶V IDWKHUV RU SKUDVHG GLIIHUHQWO\ LV QRW WKH
biological mother of (some of) the children (e.g. Smith 1996). As a result, women occupy high status
in matrifocal societies and control the household economy, whereas males tend to be absent, absences
WKDWDUHRIWHQRIORQJGXUDWLRQV,WLVWKHVHWZRFRQFHSWVWKDW,ZRXOGOLNHWRLQWURGXFHHVSHFLDOO\DV
WKHVHKHOSWRTXDOLI\WKHLQWULFDWHDQGFRPSOLFDWHGUHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQWKHGRPLQDQW/DG\6L[6N\
and .¶DKN¶7LOLZ.

FEMALE REGENTS IN DYNASTIC MONARCHIES
This raises the matter of the role of high standing women in Classic Maya society with respect to
their place in the hierarchy of the court and their relation to the monarch. Were female consorts of the
monarch divided between the favoured primary consort and secondary ones, co-rulers with their male
FRXQWHUSDUWDVUHJHQWVWRWKHLUVRQV"$OVRZHUHWKHUHSURYLVLRQVIRUUXOLQJLQWKHLURZQULJKWDVTXHHQ
UHJQDQWRQSDUZLWKWKHH[DPSOHVWKDWZHNQRZIURPWKH2OG:RUOGVXFKDV(OL]DEHWK,RI(QJODQG U
ൺൽ± &DWKHULQH,,RI5XVVLD Uൺൽ RU+DWVKHSVXWRI(J\SW F±ൻർ)?
In these male-dominated societies there were no stipulations for women as supreme and exclusive
ruler, and for them to survive they needed to assume male roles as well the trappings and titles usually
restricted to males. In the case of Hatshepsut, she was to be depicted as a male pharaoh and reign under
WKHVDPHWLWOH )LJXUHD DQGDVVXFKUXOHGQRWDVTXHHQEXWDV³.LQJ´,QDEURDGHUVFRSHWKLVEULQJ
us to the subject of female rulers in ancient civilizations, which by all accounts was a rarity in maledominated societies. In patrifocal societies latent machismo is typically the norm, often accompanied
E\DGHQLJUDWLRQRIFKDUDFWHULVWLFVDVVRFLDWHGZLWKWKHIHPLQLQH<HWVXFKPDOHGRPLQDWHGVRFLHWLHV
H[HUWPXFKIRFXVRQWKHLGHDOLVHGFKDUDFWHULVWLFVDQGTXDOLWLHVWKDWDUHFXOWXUDOO\FRQFHLYHGDVPDQO\
especially when manifested in an assertive, self-conscious and dominating manner. As such, it is
less that women in ancient societies were excluded for positions of power, it is more that cultural
FRQFHSWLRQVZHUHZKROO\VHJUHJDWHGDFFRUGLQJWRVH[ZLWKFRXUWO\SRVLWLRQVEHLQJJHQGHUVSHFL¿FDQG
that of ruler being the preserve of males.
7KXVRQHRIWKHPHDQVRIREWDLQLQJDXWKRULW\DVZRPHQLQDQWLTXLW\ZDVWRDVVXPHWKHUROHRI
UHJHQWIRUDPLQRUWRZKRPSRZHUZDVQRPLQDOO\EHTXHDWKHGDQGIURPWKLVWRH[SDQGWKHLUSRZHU
EDVHE\FKDQQHOOLQJWKHGHFLVLRQPDNLQJSURFHVVDQGHVVHQWLDOO\DSSURSULDWLQJWKHDXWKRULW\WKDWZDV
destined to the minor. It is precisely through these means that some of the most prominent women of
history gained power, including HatshepsutRI(J\SW$QQHRI.LHYLQ)UDQFHDQG(PSUHVV'RZDJHU
Cixi of China. In these cases, their political careers began in earnest as regents, some going on to
EHFRPLQJNLQJLQWKHLURZQULJKWDQGRWKHUVHPSUHVV7KHDVVXPSWLRQRISRZHUDVUHJHQWDOVRDIIHFWHG
the interpersonal relations between mother and child, at times straining already trying relations, as is
PDGHHYLGHQWE\&DWKHULQHWKH*UHDW¶VTXRWDWLRQDWWKHVWDUWRIWKLVSDSHUZKHUHLQVKHEHPRDQVKHU
VRQ¶V VWDWH RI PLQG DQG KLV DSWLWXGH WR VHUYH DV ¿WWLQJ VXFFHVVRU 7KH ULVH WR SURPLQHQFH RI WKHVH
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regents also generated a lot of discussion among the males at court, many of whom felt side-stepped
DQGUHVRUWHGWRPLVRJ\QRXVVHQWLPHQWVWRFXUU\IDYRXUDPRQJGLVVLGHQWV6XFKGLI¿FXOWSUHGLFDPHQWV
were worsened by what was seen as improper demeanour, wherein these powerful women, much as
/DG\0RRQVXFFXPEHGWRKXPDQ\HDUQLQJ
All of these prominent women were given a good start in life. Hatshepsut the daughter of
7KXWPRVH,$QQHRI.LHYWKHGDXJKWHURI<DURVODYWKH:LVH*UDQG3ULQFHRI.LHYDQG1RYJRURG
(r. ൺൽ± DQG,QJHJHUG2ORIVGRWWHURI6ZHGHQ +DOOX ZKHUHDVCixi served as imperial
concubine from adolescence, to the 9th (PSHURU RI WKH 4LQJ G\QDVW\ 3DOXGDQ   
)ROORZLQJ SKDUDRQLF FXVWRP +DWVKHSVXW ZDV PDUULHG WR KHU KDOIEURWKHU 7KXWPRVH ,, U ±

Figure 4. a) Queen HatshepsutGHSLFWHGDVDPDOHSKDUDRKEHLQJEOHVVHGE\$PXQGHWDLORIWKHS\UDPLGLRQ
RIKHUIDOOHQREHOLVNLQWKHWHPSOHRI$PXQDW.DUQDNE $WRPEJUDI¿WLWKDWLVWKRXJKWWRGHSLFW+DWVKHSVXW
EHLQJWDNHQIURPEHKLQGE\SenenmutF $QQHRI.LHYDWKHUZHGGLQJZLWK+HQU\,GHWDLORIDQLOOXPLQDWLRQLQ
the Chroniques de Saint-Denis (c. ൺൽ± G 3KRWRJUDSKHQWLWOHG³(PSUHVV'RZDJHU&L[LLQWKHJXLVH
RI$YDORNLWHVYDUD´GDWHG± *ODVVSODWHQHJDWLYHFRXUWHV\RIWKH)UHHU*DOOHU\RI$UWDQG$UWKXU0
6DFNOHU*DOOHU\$UFKLYHV 
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1479 ൻർ) 4th ruler of the 18th Dynasty, and she gave birth to a daughter, but no son. Instead, it was
DODG\LQZDLWLQJZKRERUHWKHSKDUDRKDVRQZKRZRXOGUXOHDV7KXWPRVH,,, U±ൻർ),
DQG WKH FKDUJH IHOO WR +DWVKHSVXW WR VHUYH DV UHJHQW WR KHU VWHSVRQ &OD\WRQ   7\OGHVOH\
 ,QWKHFDVHRI$QQHRI.LHYVKHZDVWKHVHFRQGZLIHWR+HQU\,.LQJRIWKH)UDQNV U
ൺൽ± rdNLQJRIWKH&DSHWLDQG\QDVW\ )LJXUHF DQGERUHKLPDVRQZKRZDVFURZQHG
DV3KLOLS, Uൺൽ± DWWKHDJHRIVHYHQ²LQDQWLFLSDWLRQRIKHUKXVEDQG¶VSDVVLQJ²DWZKLFK
juncture she assumed the regency. Cixi had the fortune of being the only woman in the royal household
to bear the Xianfeng Emperor (r. ൺൽ± DVRQDQGDOWKRXJKVKHZDVLQLWLDOO\RIOHVVHUUDQN
ZDVLPPHGLDWHO\SURPRWHGXQWLOVKHZDVVHFRQGRQO\WRWKH(PSUHVV7KHKHLUDSSDUHQWDJHG¿YH
was made 7RQJ]KL Emperor (r. ൺൽ± XSRQWKHGHDWKRIKLVIDWKHU 3DOXGDQ 
2XVWLQJDJURXSRIUHJHQWVDQGDOO\LQJKHUVHOIZLWKWKH(PSUHVVCixi assumed the regency of her son.
,QNHHSLQJZLWKWUDGLWLRQ+DWVKHSVXWDOORZHG7KXWPRVH,,,WRRI¿FLDWHULWXDOVEXWVKHDVVXPHG
WLWOHVRIUR\DOW\DQGWKHULWXDOSULYLOHJHVUHVHUYHGWRNLQJVVXFKDVWKHHUHFWLRQRIREHOLVNVDQGKDYLQJ
XVXUSHGKHUVWHSVRQ¶VUHJQDO\HDUVGHVLJQDWLRQVE\WKHVHYHQWKVXFK\HDUVKHKDGEHHQFURZQHGNLQJ
of Egypt, replete with full regal style (Tyldesley 2006: 95-96). Anne of Kiev distinguished herself as
WKH¿UVWTXHHQRI)UDQFHWRVHUYHDVUHJHQWEXWDOVRIRUWKHLQÀXHQFHWKDWVKHH[HUWHGRQJRYHUQPHQW
VLJQLQJGHFUHHVLQKHURZQULJKWLQ&\ULOOLFDQGKHUKXVEDQG¶VEHDULQJobiter dictaVXFKDV³ZLWKWKH
FRQVHQW RI P\ ZLIH$QQD´ RU ³LQ WKH SUHVHQFH RI 4XHHQ$QQD´ 0F/DXJKOLQ    ZKLFK
ZHUH IROORZHG E\ VLPLODU SKUDVHRORJ\ LQ KHU VRQ¶V UHFRUGV DV dominorum nostrorum, piisimorum
regum, Philippi scilicet et matris ejus Agnetis and SHU LQWHUYHQWXP PDWULV PHH $3 (Bautier 1985:
552). With the reins of power secured, Hatshepsut turned her attention on maintaining the borders of
the territory and a series of military campaigns were waged against vassals to the east and Nubians
WRWKHVRXWKWKHUHE\VHFXULQJWULEXWHUHODWLRQVDQGWUDGHIXUWKHUHGE\H[SHGLWLRQVIRUWKHDFTXLVLWLRQ
of resources such as wood, minerals, metals and ivory (Tyldesley 2006: 99-100). With state coffers
replenished these achievements were aptly commemorated and committed to stone, by commissioning
the construction of a series of temples throughout Egypt as well as restoring others that had fallen into
disrepair. Interesting is the claim made by Hatshepsut wherein she boasts of personally expunging the
SUHFHGLQJ+\NVRVG\QDVW\IURP(J\SW 7\OGHVOH\ DUHPDUNDEOHFODLPFRQVLGHULQJWKDWWKH
last ruler of that intrusive dynasty was expelled nearly a century before her ascent to power (Clayton
   EXW LW VKRZV D NHHQ DQG GHOLEHUDWH DWWHPSW WR OLNHQ KHUVHOI WR KHU SUHGHFHVVRUV WKHUHE\
GH¿QLQJ D FOHDU OLQN EHWZHHQ WKH SDVW DQG WKH SUHVHQW Cixi through a series of manipulations and
culling the administration that was faithful to the previous regime assumed full powers and although
LWZDVKHUVRQZKRQRPLQDOO\UXOHGDV(PSHURUVKHFRQWUROOHGKLPE\³UXOLQJEHKLQGWKHFXUWDLQ´WKDW
KDGEHHQLQVWDOOHGEHKLQGWKHLPSHULDOWKURQH 3DOXGDQ $VVXFKVKHUXOHGRQEHKDOIRIWKH
boy emperor and issued edits that were in favour of her political vision and form of government. Upon
majority the 7RQJ]KL Emperor was married to the Jiashun Empress, who was selected by the former
empress, and rapidly went on to despise Cixi, since the 7RQJ]KL Emperor spent most of his time with
his wife (at the detriment of Cixi) and she thereby stood up to her mother-in-law. Suffering from the
DEXVHVRIKLVPRWKHUDQGWKHXQUHOHQWLQJLQWHUIHUHQFHVZLWKKLVSHUVRQDOOLIHDQGWKHRI¿FHKHRFFXSLHG
the 7RQJ]KL Emperor began to unleash his anguish on his servants and found solace outside of the
)RUELGGHQ&LW\LQGHEDXFKHU\LQWKHEURWKHOVRI%HLMLQJ$WDORVVWKHHPSHURUEHFDPHYLVLEO\LOODQG
SDVVHGDZD\LQDWWKHDJHRITXLWHSRVVLEO\VXFFXPELQJWR0DWHUQDO'RPLQDQFH 3DOXGDQ
1998: 213). Although the 7RQJ]KL Emperor died without a male heir, Cixi acted swiftly and without
hesitation by appointing the four-year-old son of her sister to assume the throne, as the Guangxu
Emperor (r. ൺൽ±  3DOXGDQ ,QDGGLWLRQWREUHDNLQJZLWKWKHUXOHVRIG\QDVWLF
 7KHVH VHJPHQWV FDQ EH WUDQVODWHG DV µ2XU /DG\ PRVW JUDFLRXV RI NLQJV 3KLOLS DQG LQ KLV PRWKHU¶V QDPH
>$QQD@¶ /DWLQLVHGDV$JQHV DVZHOODVµWKURXJKWKHLQWHUYHQWLRQRIP\PRWKHU$>QQD@¶
3

‘The heart and stomach of a king’: A study of the regency of Lady Six Sky at Naranjo, Guatemala

93

VXFFHVVLRQWKLVDUUDQJHPHQWDUWL¿FLDOO\SURORQJHGCixi¶VDELOLW\WRUXOHDVUHJHQWRYHUDPLQRUIRUFLQJ
her nephew to address her as qin baba )Ṛ䇠䇠 µGHDUIDWKHU¶DVDPHDQVRIXQGHUO\LQJKHUSDWULDUFKDO
role in the royal household (New World Encyclopedia 2013). Although Guangxu reached his maturity
DWVL[WHHQDQLPSRUWDQWWXUQLQJSRLQWWKDWVKRXOGKDYHEHHQPDUNHGE\DFHUHPRQ\WRWKLVHIIHFWWKHULWH
RISDVVDJHZDVSRVWSRQHGDOOHJHGO\RQWKHDGYLFHRIPLQLVWHUVWRSURORQJWKHUHJHQF\ 3DOXGDQ
213). But the situation could not last and GuangxuIRUPDOO\WRRNWKHUHLQVRISRZHUDWFRQFXUUHQWO\
marrying the Empress Longyu, who was not only cousin to the emperor, but also the niece of Cixi.
The regency of CixiZDVDOVRPDUNHGE\VHYHUDOODUJHEXLOGLQJSURMHFWVHVSHFLDOO\WKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRI
an opulent summer place and eventually funnelling much needed funds for the modernisation of the
QDY\WREXLOGPDUEOHSOHDVXUHERDWVRQDQDUWL¿FLDOODNH 3DOXGDQ ²DSHUYHUVLRQLI
there ever was one. Accentuating what might be described as delusions of grandeur, Cixi, as a devout
%XGGKLVWLVNQRZQWRKDYHGUHVVHGXSDVDQGLPSHUVRQDWHG$YDORNLWHĞYDUD, a bodhisattva embodying
FRPSDVVLRQDQGPHUF\ )LJXUHG :KHUHDV&L[LIRUPDOO\UHWLUHGLQVKHHIIHFWLYHO\FRQWLQXHG
to exercise power until her last breath in 1908, but not until she appointed Puyi, a nephew of Guangxu,
DVWKHQHZHPSHURU 3DOXGDQ 1RWDOOWRRFRLQFLGHQWDOO\WKHGuangxu Emperor passed the
day before Cixi, and recent forensic tests have revealed the cause of death as arsenic poisoning (Spencer
2008). As such we can see that Cixi effectively controlled as an autocrat despite the many emperors that
VKHQRPLQDOO\VHUYHGDVUHJHQWWRDQGZKLFKVKHVDZWRWKHLUGHDWKVUDWKHUWKDQUHOLQTXLVKLQJSRZHU
'HVSLWHWKHDXWKRULW\WKDWWKHVHUHJHQWVFRQWUROOHGWKH\ZHUHQRWEH\RQGFULWLTXHDQGZHUHWDUJHWV
for their intimacies with men, which were regarded as improper to their stations, perhaps especially
FRQVLGHULQJWKHLUJHQGHU,QWKHFDVHRI+DWVKHSVXWDGHIDPDWRU\JUDI¿WLIRXQGLQRQHRIWKHWRPEVDW
'HLUHO%DKDULKDVEHHQLQWHUSUHWHGDVSUHVHQWLQJWKHSKDUDRKLQDVFXUULORXVOLJKWXQÀDWWHULQJO\QDNHG
H[FHSWIRUKHUUR\DOKHDGGUHVVEHQWRYHUDQGVH[XDOO\DVVDLOHGE\6HQHQPXW )LJXUHE ²DPDQRI
humble origins who was reputed to have been her lover, an opinion fuelled amid much speculation
concerning his rapid elevation from tutor to the prestigious title of Steward of Amun (Tyldesley 2007:
&OD\WRQ 7KHHIIHFWRIWKLVPLVRJ\QRXVJUDI¿WLLVFOHDUO\WRXQGHUPLQH+DWVKHSVXW
as ruler and represents a brazen disrespect for the monarchy, but it also comments on what was deemed
to be an unsuitable relation. With her passing in the 22ndUHJQDO\HDU7KXWPRVH,,,ZDV¿QDOO\IUHH
WRHPEDUNRQKLVRZQDQGUXOH(J\SWDVVROHSKDUDRKDQGWRZDUGVWKHHQGRIKLVUHLJQWKHUHZDVD
ZLGHVSUHDGDWWHPSWWRULGWKHKLVWRULFDOUHFRUGRIKLVVWHSPRWKHU¶VQDPH 7\OGHVOH\ $QQH
RI.LHYVXFFXPEHGWRDQXQIRUWXQDWHIDWHZKHQMXVWRQH\HDUDIWHUWKHSDVVLQJRIKHUKXVEDQGVKHWRRN
a passionate fancy for Count Ralph III of Valois, a man whose political ambition led him to repudiate
his wife and to marry Anne in 1062 (Bautier 1985: 553). Amidst accusations of adultery, appeals were
PDGHWR3RSH$OH[DQGHU,,ZKRSURPSWO\WRRNPHDVXUHVWRH[FRPPXQLFDWHWKHFRXSOH/DSVHVRI
MXGJHPHQWDQGLQGLVFUHWLRQVDVLGHZHKDYHWRLPDJLQHKRZWKLVVLWXDWLRQDIIHFWHGWKH\RXQJ3KLOLS
especially considering his pedigree and planned trajectory. Bearing in mind the many improprieties
WKDW 3KLOLS HQJDJHG LQ ODWHU OLIH HDUQLQJ KLP WKH DSSHOODWLYH l’Amoureux, and resulting in his own
H[FRPPXQLFDWLRQLWLVGLI¿FXOWWRORRNSDVWWKHEHKDYLRXUDOPRGHOWKDWKHVHHPVWRKDYHHPXODWHG
+DOOX   2XWVLGH RI WKH FRXUW PXFK RI 3KLOLS¶V UHLJQ ZDV VSHQW VXSSUHVVLQJ WKH DPELWLRQV RI
YDVVDOV LQFOXGLQJ D WUXFH PDGH ZLWK :LOOLDP WKH &RQTXHURU LQ KLV UHSHDWHG DWWHPSWV WR FRQTXHU
%ULWWDQ\ %DWHV 7KHLPSURSULHW\RI$QQH¶VDFWLRQVUHVXOWHGLQKHUEHLQJRXVWHGIURP
court, until 1074 at which juncture Ralph died and Anne, being pardoned by her son, returned to the
)UDQNLVKFRXUWRQO\WRGLHWKHIROORZLQJ\HDU$VIRUCixi, she has been deemed of dubious morals,
awarding high posts to those who enjoyed her company, scratching servants who displeased her and
XSRQWKHGHDWKRIKHUIDYRXULWHHXQXFKLWZDVSODLQO\EXWPHDQLQJIXOO\UHPDUNHGWKDW³KLVWHDSRWKDG
DVSRXW´ 3DOXGDQ 
In summary, we can see that irrespective of the competency with which female regents rule on
behalf of the young male that they are meant to guard, tutor and lead, we can see a disproportionate
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amount of attention being paid to unions with males that are deemed improper on account of their
uneven status and position, with the males in such unions being typically younger and of lesser
standing. Sexual relations, real or imagined, practiced by these regents are the subject of profuse
DWWHQWLRQDQGEODWKHU3DUDGR[LFDOO\RIWHQWLPHVWKHVHUHJHQWVVHUYHQRWRQO\DVDVROLGMRLQWLQWKH
dynastic succession between the untimely death of a ruler and the assumption of power of a minor,
EXWDOVRVHUYHWRVWDELOLVHWKHSROLWLFDOVLWXDWLRQDQGRIWHQTXHOOGLVVHQWLRQDQGWKHQHDULQFLSLHQFHRI
FLYLO ZDU 3HUKDSV LW LV OHVV VXUSULVLQJ WKDW VXFK UHJHQFLHV DUH DOVR FKDUDFWHULVHG E\ PXFK FRQÀLFW
focused especially on vassals to ensure their continued obedience, but also on near neighbours to
FRQVROLGDWH ERUGHUV 2QH FDQ LPDJH WKDW VXFK VWULIH LV EURXJKW DERXW SUHFLVHO\ RQ DFFRXQW RI WKH
SHUFHLYHGZHDNQHVVRIDIHPDOHUHJHQWDQGPLQRUUXOHUUHVXOWLQJLQVFKHPLQJRQWKHSDUWRIUHVWOHVV
and overly power-hungry inferiors.
)ROORZLQJ WKLV UHYLHZ RI WKUHH UHJHQFLHV RQH PD\ JDLQ WKH LPSUHVVLRQ WKDW WKHVH ZHUH DOO
arrangements and periods characterised exclusively by the usurpation of power. This is not the
intended impression, not the least since many, if not most, historical regencies have been rather
uneventful affairs and have served their purpose well as transitional periods, providing bridges over
potentially troubled successions. However, the illustrative examples explored here, can better guide
RXUXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIWKHVLWXDWLRQDW1DUDQMRGXULQJWKHUHJHQF\RI/DG\6L[6N\HVSHFLDOO\VLQFHWKH
examples are drawn from a variety of cultures and time-periods and yet there are many parallel and
RYHUDUFKLQJHOHPHQWVDQGVWUXFWXUHVWKDWDIIHFWDQGLQÀXHQFHWKHDJHQWVLQWKHVHKLVWRULFDOHSLVRGHV
offering us promising points of analogy and comparison to the case at hand.

/$'<6,;6.<
7KHKLVWRULFDO/DG\6L[6N\LVE\QRZDZHOONQRZQ¿JXUHKDYLQJEHHQGLVFXVVHGLQWKHDFDGHPLFOLWHUDWXUHIURPRQZDUGV6KHZDV¿UVWLGHQWL¿HGLQWKHSLRQHHULQJUHVHDUFKRI7DWLDQD3URVNRXULDNRII VHHDOVR0DUFXV ZKRUHIHUUHGWRKHUDVWKH³/DG\
RI7LNDO´3URVNRXULDNRII¶VGHVLJQDWLRQVWHPVIURPWKHIDFWWKDW/DG\6L[6N\LVVW\OHGE\KHU(Pblem Glyph as K’uhul Mutu’l Ajaw, ‘divine Mutu’lNLQJ¶DWLWOHW\SLFDOO\DWWULEXWHGWRWKHPRQDUFKV
RI7LNDOEXWIROORZLQJWKHGHIHDWRIWKHODWWHULQൺൽ 562 and the resulting dynastic disputes over the
VXFFHVVLRQWKHWLWOHZDVDOVRERUQHE\WKHVSOLQWHUG\QDVW\HVWDEOLVKHGDW'RV3LODVFODLPLQJLQPDQ\
ZD\VWREHERWKDQHZ7LNDOEXWDOVRWKHOHJLWLPDWHMutu’l dynasty (Houston 1993: 97-102). As the
daughter of Bajlaj Chan K’awiilWKHSURPLQHQW'RV3LODVNLQJ Uൺൽ± /DG\6L[6N\LQKHUited the ritual privilege of bearing the dynastic title4, and interestingly she often bears the full Emblem
*O\SKZLWKRXWWKHIHPDOHDJHQWLYHSUH¿[ix±WKHUHE\DFWXDOO\EHDULQJZKDWLVHIIHFWLYHO\DPDOHWLWOH
DOWKRXJKVHH7XV]\ĔVNDIRURWKHUH[DPSOHVRIWLWOHVZLWKRXWWKHIHPDOHDJHQWLYH
SUH¿[ 7KLVFDQEHFRQWUDVWHGWRWKHWLWXODUYDULDWLRQIxmutu’l Ajaw, that can be translated as ‘Mutu’l
SULQFHVV¶ZKLFKVKHDOVREHDUVRQPXOWLSOHRFFDVLRQV VHH6WHOD(6WHOD'6WHOD- 
Her actual name remains debated since it includes a series of logograms that continue to resist
decipherment. Comparing the various spellings of her name, the most coherent transliteration seems
4
In addition to inheriting the Emblem Glyph of the Mutu’l G\QDVW\ IURP KHU IDWKHU VHH 7XV]\ĔVND 
concerning the problems surrounding the inheritance of EGs by women), she also inherited the distinctive
Naahbal K’inichWLWOHWKDWZDVWKHUHVHUYHRI7LNDONLQJV+HUIDWKHU%DMODM&KDQ.¶DZLLOLVQDPHGZLWKWKDWWLWOH
RQ+LHURJO\SKLF6WDLUDQGLVVKRZQEUDQGLVKLQJDVKLHOGRQ6WHODDW'RV3LODVWKDWLVHPEOD]RQHGZLWKWKLVWLWOH
DQG/DG\6L[6N\EHDUVWKLVWLWOHLQWKHFODXVHUHFRUGLQJKHUDUULYDORQ6WHODDW1DUDQMR ) $VVXFKGHVSLWH
WKHG\QDVWLFGLVSXWHVWKDWSLWWHG7LNDODJDLQVW'RV3LODV/DG\6L[6N\ERUHWLWOHVRI7LNDODVOHJLWLPDWHKHLUHVVWR
the prerogatives of that dynasty.
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to be: ,;&+$1>7@$-$:7, for which the undeciphered signs are rendered based on their
UHIHUHQFHQXPEHUVLQWKH7KRPSVRQFDWDORJXH  )RUWKHODVWORJRJUDP'DYLG6WXDUW
(2010: 291-292) has suggested that this represents a polished stone celt and that it may function as the
logogram /(0"DOWKRXJKZHDUHODFNLQJFOHDUVXEVWLWXWLRQVHWVDQGSKRQHWLFFRPSOHPHQWVWRVHFXUHO\
WLHGRZQWKLVUHDGLQJ)RUWKHLQWHUYHQLQJ71LNRODL*UXEH  RQWKHEDVLVRIVKDUHGRQRPDVWLF
SDWWHUQVLQWKHQDPHVRITXHHQFRQVRUWVRIWKHFRXUWVRI/D&RURQDDQG<D[FKLODQKDVVXJJHVWHGWKH
reading of jalamSRVVLEO\µZHDYHU¶DQDVSHFWRIWKHOXQDUJRGGHVVIxuuwµ/DG\0RRQ¶5 As such a
PRUHFRPSOHWHDOEHLWWHQWDWLYHUHDGLQJRI/DG\6L[6N\¶VQDPHZRXOGEHixwak chan jalam ajaw lem.
$OWKRXJKWKHQXPHUDOµVL[¶DSSHDUVDVSDUWRIWKHQDPHLWPD\HLWKHUSURYLGHDWRSRQ\PLFIXQFWLRQ
WRTXDOLI\KHUDVWKHµthKHDYHQ O\ ZHDYHU¶RUDOWHUQDWLYHO\PD\KDYHDFRQQHFWLRQZLWKDFHOHVWLDO
FHQWLSHGHNQRZQDVDwakRQDFFRXQWRIKRPRSKRQ\ VHH*XHQWHU ²DK\SRWKHVLVWKDW
is strengthened by examples of names involving, the centipede wakDVZHOODVDWKHVN\DQGFHOWVLJQV
VHH6WXDUW)LJ :KLOHWKHVHQHZLQVLJKWVDUHSURYLGLQJDFOHDUHUXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIKHU
QDPHFRQVLGHULQJWKHPDQ\TXHULHVWKDWUHPDLQ,ZLOOHUURQWKHVLGHRIFDXWLRQDQGFRQWLQXHXVLQJ
/DG\6L[6N\DVDPRUHQHXWUDOPRQLNHUWKDWLVPRUHLPSHUYLRXVWRFKDQJHVLQJO\SKLFGHFLSKHUPHQW
2XUFXUUHQWXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIWKH1DUDQMRG\QDVW\UHVWVDOVRRQWKHZRUNRI0LFKDHO&ORVVZKR
SURYLGHGRXWOLQHVRIWKHG\QDVWLFVHTXHQFHDQGDFDSWLYDWLQJKLVWRULFDODFFRXQWIRUPXODWHGE\/LQGD
6FKHOH DQG 'DYLG )UHLGHO    WKDW FODUL¿HG WKH UROHV RI WKH PDMRU SOD\HUV LQ WKH JHR
SROLWLFV RI WKH /DWH &ODVVLF 0D\D 7KHVH SURPLVLQJ OHDGV ZHUH IXUWKHUHG E\ PRUH UHFHQW ZRUN E\
1LNRODL*UXEHDQG6LPRQ0DUWLQ 0DUWLQDQG*UXEH*UXEHE*UXEHDQG0DUWLQ
Martin 1996) who provide lucid syntheses of the dynastic history. These insights have been built
XSRQE\$OH[DQGUH7RNRYLQLQH6LPRQ0DUWLQDQG9LOPD)LDONRZKRKDYHUHSRUWHGRQWKHUHFHQWO\
GLVFRYHUHGPRQXPHQWVDWWKHVLWH 7RNRYLQLQHDQG)LDONRDOVR0DUWLQHWDO 2016, 2017). My
RZQFRQWULEXWLRQVVWHPIURPP\ZRUNLQWKH%HOL]H9DOOH\²DQDUHDWKDWLQDQWLTXLW\ZDVYDULRXVO\
XQGHUWKHLQÀXHQFHRURXWULJKWFRQWURORIHLWKHU1DUDQMRRU&DUDFRO $ZHDQG+HOPNH+HOPNH
+HOPNHDQG$ZH+HOPNHHWDO ²DQGIURPWKHZRUNVKRSVRQWKH
FRUSRUDRIWKHVHWZRPDMRUFHQWUHVKHOGLQFROODERUDWLRQZLWK+DUUL.HWWXQHQ +HOPNHDQG.HWWXQHQ
 %DVHGRQWKLVUHVHDUFKWKHKLVWRULFDOKLJKOLJKWVRIWKHUHJHQF\RI/DG\
6L[6N\DQGWKHUHLJQRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN are tabulated below (Table 1). This table is not
PHDQWWRUHODWHDOOWKHHYHQWVWKDWDUHNQRZQIURPWKHKLVWRULFDOUHFRUGEXWLQVWHDGWKHVDOLHQWWXUQLQJ
SRLQWVWKDWDUHVSHFL¿FDOO\WLHGWRRQHRUWKHRWKHUDJHQWLQWKHRULJLQDOVRXUFHV
&RQVLGHULQJ DOO WKLV UHVHDUFK LW LV OLWWOH ZRQGHU WKDW /DG\ 6L[ 6N\ KDV FDSWXUHG WKH SXEOLF
imagination, as the woman regent, who against all odds, was able to weather the storms of political
intrigue and war, foster the young Naranjo ruler .¶DKN¶7LOLZ to maturity and jointly defeating the foes
that were massing around them, only to usher in a period of stability witnessing the pinnacle of the
FRXUW¶VFHUDPLFZRUNVKRSVSURGXFLQJDVHULHVRILQFRPSDUDEOHFKHIVG¶°XYUH$VZHZLOOVHHWKLV
JORZLQJUHYLHZLVRQO\SDUWO\DFFXUDWHEXWVXI¿FHLWWRVD\WKDWWKHVHW\SHVRIV\QWKHVHVSUHYDLOLQ
FRPPRQSUHFRQFHSWLRQVLIZHDUHWRJDXJHKHUDSSHDUDQFHLQZRUNVRISXOS¿FWLRQEHDULQJKHUQDPH
)LJXUHD DQGWKHSRUWUDLWSDLQWLQJVPDGHRIKHUE\0LJXHO2PDxD )LJXUHE &OHDUO\/DG\6L[
5

However promising this reading may appear, based on the occurrence of the head-variant of that sign in the
titular string of .¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN, some caution must be exerted concerning the proposed decipherment.
In the text of Stela 22, the head-variant appears to replace for the canonical .¶8+ORJRJUDPWKDWSUH¿[HVWKH
(PEOHP*O\SKRI1DUDQMR ( ZKHUHDVRQ6WHO  $ DQG & LWRFFXUVLQLWVRZQJO\SKEORFNDV
u-T284v, after the regnal name and preceding the complete emblem glyph. As such it appears to function as
D FRQVRQDQWLQLWLDO ORJRJUDP KHUH UHQGHUHG ZLWK D SRVVHVVLYH SUH¿[ RU DOWHUQDWLYHO\ DV DQ u-initial logogram,
ZKHUHLQWKHSUH¿[HGu sign serves as a phonetic complement. Any coherent decipherment of T284 in the name of
/DG\6L[6N\ZLOODOVRKDYHWRWDFNOHDQGUHVROYHWKHVHVLJQVLQWKHQRPLQDOVWULQJRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZ.
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Table 1.7KHKLVWRULFDOKLJKOLJKWVRIWKHUHJHQF\RI/DG\6L[6N\DQGWKHUHLJQRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN. The
dates presented here and in the following tables are expressed in the Julian calendar using the 584286 (GMT+1)
FRUUHODWLRQFRHI¿FLHQW
-XOLDQ'DWH

Long Count

Historical Event

28 Aug. ൺൽ 682

9.12.10.5.12

$UULYDORI/DG\6L[6N\WR1DUDQMR

04 Jan. ൺൽ 688

9.12.15.13.7

Birth of .¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN

29 May ൺൽ 693

9.13.1.3.19

Accession of .¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN

01 Mar. ൺൽ 695

9.13.3.0.0

3HULRGHQGLQJFHUHPRQ\RI¿FLDWHGE\/DG\6L[6N\

05 Sep. ൺൽ 698

9.13.6.10.4

$WWDFNRQ8FDQDOE\.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN

17 Apr. ൺൽ 699

9.13.7.3.8

,PSHUVRQDWLRQFHUHPRQ\E\/DG\6L[6N\

23 Jan. ൺൽ 702

9.13.10.0.0

3HULRGHQGLQJFHUHPRQ\RI¿FLDWHGE\.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN

25 Mar. ൺൽ 706

9.13.14.4.2

&RQTXHVWRI<RRW] by .¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN

20 Mar. ൺൽ 710

9.13.18.4.18

)LUVWRIVHYHUDODWWDFNVRQ<D[KDE\.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN

02 Dec. ൺൽ 711

9.14.0.0.0

3HULRGHQGLQJFHUHPRQ\RI¿FLDWHGE\.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN

19 Jun. ൺൽ 712

9.14.0.10.0

$FFHVVLRQRI8FDQDONLQJXQGHUWKHDHJLVRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZ

14 Jan. ൺൽ 713

9.14.1.2.9

Accession of <RRW]NLQJXQGHUWKHDHJLVRJ.¶DKN¶7LOLZ

)HEൺൽ 713

9.14.1.3.19

Jubilee of .¶DKN¶7LOLZFHOHEUDWLQJWKH¿UVWN¶DWXQLQRI¿FH

24 Sep. ൺൽ 714

9.14.2.15.7

$WWDFNRQSakha’ by .¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN

16 Nov. ൺൽ 714

9.14.3.0.0

3HULRGHQGLQJFHUHPRQ\RI¿FLDWHGE\/DG\6L[6N\ .¶DKN¶7LOLZ

31 Mar. ൺൽ 716

9.14.4.7.1

Dance pageant celebrated by .¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN and <D[0D\X\

04 Apr. ൺൽ 716

9.14.4.7.5

$WWDFNRQXQLGHQWL¿HGVLWHE\.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN

2FWൺൽ 721

9.14.10.0.0

3HULRGHQGLQJFHUHPRQ\RI¿FLDWHGE\/DG\6L[6N\DQGKHUVRQ

14 Aug. ൺൽ 725

9.14.13.16.4

.¶DKN¶7LOLZ, <D[0D\X\DQGDQRWKHU¿JXUHSHUIRUPDMRLQWDFWLRQ

11 Jan. ൺൽ 726

9.14.14.5.14

µ6WULNLQJ¶HYHQWDWWULEXWHGWR.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN

)HEൺൽ 726

9.14.14.7.2

.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKNHUHFWVDVWHODLQWKHSUHVHQFHRIIRUHLJQNLQJV

21 Apr. ൺൽ 726

9.14.14.10.14 /DG\6L[6N\ .¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKNZDJHD³VWDUZDU´RQKomkom

14 Sep. ൺൽ 726

9.14.15.0.0

3HULRGHQGLQJFHUHPRQ\RI¿FLDWHGE\.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKand his mother
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Figure 5.0RGHUQGHSLFWLRQVRI/DG\6L[6N\D 7KHFRYHURIWKH(ODLQH/RZH¶VLady Six Sky, published in
DQGE WKHSDLQWLQJHQWLWOHG³/DG\:DF&KDQLO$MDZD%UDYH0D\D5XOHU´UHQGHUHGLQE\0LJXHO
2PDxD

6N\LVQRWRQO\DQLQVSLUDWLRQDVDVWURQJDQGFKDULVPDWLFSHUVRQEXWDOVRRQHSHUFHLYHGDVVH[XDOO\
gregarious, considering that the portraits are partially nude and the novels published appear under the
KHDGLQJRI³$GXOW5RPDQFH´
+RZHYHUEHIRUHZHLPPHGLDWHO\DYDLORXUVHOYHVWRUHDGLQJFKHDSSXOS¿FWLRQZHVKRXOGFRQVLGHU
WKHEDFNJURXQGDQGSHGLJUHHRI/DG\6L[6N\*LYHQWKHLPSRUWDQFHWKDWLVDWWULEXWHGWRZRPHQDV
the procreators of regal successors it should come as little surprise that statements of parentage and
SHGLJUHHVDUHDVQXPHURXVDVWKH\DUHLQWKH&ODVVLF0D\DFRUSXV VHH9D]TXH]/ySH] 
Whereas some parentage statements append such low operative clauses as statements of ownership,
VXFKDVWKHJO\SKVDGRUQLQJDYDVH VHH0DF/HRGDQG5HHQWV%XGHW LQPRVWFDVHV
RQHFRXOGDUJXHWKDWSHGLJUHHVDUHH[SUHVVHGZKHQQHHGUHTXLUHVLWHVSHFLDOO\LQVLWXDWLRQVZKHUHLQ
the contender to, or occupant of, the throne is not in the direct line of succession or is of a cadet line
RIWKHJUHDWHUG\QDVW\,QWKHFDVHRI/DG\6L[6N\WKUHHRIKHUPRQXPHQWVGHYRWHDPSOHVSDFHWR
KHUSHGLJUHH +RXVWRQDQG0DWKHZV VWDWLQJXQHTXLYRFDOO\WKDWVKHLVWKHGDXJKWHURIWKH
/DG\RIBulu who bore the exalted title of Kalo’mte’DQGWKHGDXJKWHURIWKHNLQJRI'RV3LODVBajlaj
Chan K’awiil, ‘he who has raised and axed, the divine Mutu’lNLQJ¶ )LJXUH $VVXFKZHNQRZWKDW
pedigrees were of great importance to her station as regent, underlying her noble birth and her status
DVSULQFHVVRI'RV3LODVDWLWOHWKDWVKHERUHIRUWKHHQWLUHW\RIKHUUHJHQF\QHYHUDGRSWLQJDQ\RIWKH
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Figure 6.7KHPRQXPHQWVRI1DUDQMRWKDWPDQLIHVWO\UHFRUGWKHSHGLJUHHRI/DG\6L[6N\ DIWHU*UDKDPDQG9RQ
(XZ*UDKDP3UHVLGHQWDQG)HOORZVRI+DUYDUG&ROOHJH3HDERG\0XVHXPRI$UFKDHRORJ\DQG(WKQRORJ\30DQG 

local titles that were the prerogative of the Naranjo dynasty. As such it comes as a surprise that the
parentage of .¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN is almost entirely omitted, or at the very least deliberately
GHHPSKDVL]HGRQDOORIWKHH[WDQWPRQXPHQWVHYHQWKRXJKZHNQRZWKDWERWKKLVSUHGHFHVVRUVDQG
successors often made recourse to their pedigree to reify their position and rightful claim.6 This view
6
 6HYHUDO\HDUVDJR0DWWKHZ/RRSHU  VXJJHVWHGWKDWDSDUHQWDJHH[SUHVVLRQLVIRXQGRQ6WHODOLQNLQJ
the name of .¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKNZLWKWKDWRI/DG\6L[6N\7KLVSDUWLFXODUWH[WDQGLWVLQWHUSUHWDWLRQKDYH
VHYHUDOGLI¿FXOWLHVKRZHYHU)RURQHWKHQDPHRI/DG\6L[6N\ %% LVFOHDUHQRXJKDQGLWLVDOVRFOHDUWKDW
WKHUHPXVWEHDUHODWLRQVKLSJO\SKLQWKHSUHFHGLQJEORFN % 7KHQDPHRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZ is not clear in the least,
although a ruler of Naranjo whose regnal name starts with K’ahk’ is plausible. Considering the line of reasoning
SUHVHQWHGEHORZLWLVHTXDOO\OLNHO\WRKDYHEHHQ.¶DKN¶7LOLZ or .¶DKN¶<LSLL\&KDQ&KDDKN who was mentioned
on this stela, especially since the calendrical information is weathered and unclear, although several solutions
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has now been radically changed, with the discovery of Stela 46, which bears the clearest possible
SHGLJUHHQDPLQJ/DG\6L[6N\DVPRWKHUWR.¶DKN¶7LOLZDQGPHQWLRQVDQRWKHUZLVHREVFXUH¿JXUH
of the Naranjo dynasty, styled with a full Emblem Glyph, as his father (Martin et al. 2017: 673-674).
7KHDSSDUHQWHPSKDVLVRQWKHSDUHQWDJHVWDWHPHQWVRI/DG\6L[6N\DQGWKHFOHDUVXSSUHVVLRQRIOLNH
statements for the majority of .¶DKN¶7LOLZ¶VUHLJQVXJJHVWVWKDWWKHVHDUHYHU\GHOLEHUDWHDFWLRQVDQG
QRW WULYLDO RYHUVLJKWV ,Q IDFW LW LV SUHFLVHO\ EHFDXVH /DG\ 6L[ 6N\ VHUYHG DV UHJHQW WR UHNLQGOH WKH
dynasty that one would expect to see the pedigree of .¶DKN¶ 7LOLZ LQYRNHG WR HQVXUH KLV SODFH$V
VXFKLWLVSUREDEO\QRWFRLQFLGHQWDOWKDWWKH¿UVWFRPSOHWHSDUHQWDJHLVSURYLGHGODWHLQWKHUHLJQRI
.¶DKN¶7LOLZ, in ൺൽ 726, after he had been on the throne for more than three decades. As such we can
suspect that the father was of lesser status or drawn from a lesser faction of the court, otherwise, why
WKHFRQVSLFXRXVVLOHQFH"0DQ\VFKRODUVKDYHDVVXPHGWKDW/DG\6L[6N\PXVWEHWKHPRWKHURIWKH
NLQJ 3URVNRXULDNRII&ORVV6FKHOHDQG)UHLGHO
0DUWLQDQG*UXEH DVFHQDULRWKDWKDVQRZ¿QDOO\EHHQERUQHRXWE\WKHGLVFRYHU\RI6WHOD
<HWWKHQRWDEOHDEVHQFHRIDIDWKHU¿JXUHLQWKHWH[WVLPSOLHVWKDWWKH\RXQJNLQJPD\QRWKDYH
been heir apparent, if he ever was heir presumptive, and that placing him on the throne was fraught
ZLWK GLI¿FXOWLHV EHWZHHQ FRPSHWLQJ IDFWLRQV HDFK VXSSRUWLQJ GLIIHUHQW FDQGLGDWHV WR WKH WKURQH LQ
WKHDIWHUPDWKRIWKHWXUPRLORIWKH)LUVW+LDWXV7KLVOHDYHVXVZLWKWKHLPSUHVVLRQRIVRPHVRUWRI
PDFKLQDWLRQRQWKHSDUWRI/DG\6L[6N\DQGLWVHHPVSDWHQWHQRXJKWKDWVKHVHUYHGDVWKHGRPLQDQW
SDUHQWDO¿JXUHIRUPXFKRIKLVOLIHDWWKHGHWULPHQWRIWKHIDWKHU%HORZ,ZLOOJRWKURXJKWKHWH[WV
DGRUQLQJWKHPRQXPHQWVRI/DG\6L[6N\DQG.¶DKN¶7LOLZ with an eye to determining how these hint
at both commonalities and dysfunctions in their uneasy relationship.

NEGOTIATING POWER: THE UNEASY RELATIONSHIP
2)/$'<6,;6.<$1'K’AHK’ TILIW CHAN CHAAHK
Ascendency
2QH RI WKH EDVLF TXHULHV JXLGLQJ WKLV UHVHDUFK LV ZKHWKHU WKH H[WDQW PRQXPHQWDO UHFRUG DQG
JO\SKLFFRUSXVFDQLQIRUPXVWRWKHW\SHRIUHJHQF\WKDW/DG\6L[6N\PDLQWDLQHG:DVLWRQHZKHUHLQ
she saw after the best interests of the monarch as a minor and eventually devolved all political powers
WRWKHLQFXPEHQWXSRQPDMRULW\"2UZDVLWD0DFKLDYHOOLDQUHJHQF\ZKHUHLQWKHFKLOGVHUYHGWKHEHVW
interests of the regent and were the powers of the monarch curtailed and court intrigues maintained
WREHWWHUVHUYHWKHUHJHQW¶VRZQLQWHUHVWV":KLOHIHZZLOOGHEDWHWKHYDOLGLW\RIWKHWHUP³UHJHQW´WR
GHVFULEH/DG\6L[6N\LQKHUFDSDFLW\DVJXDUGLDQRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN during his minority,
ZHDUHQRQHWKHZLVHUDVWRZKHWKHUVKHVKRXOGEHUHJDUGHGDVTXHHQUHJHQW,QWKLVUHJDUGLWLVZRUWK
commenting on the few other documented regencies that we have for the ancient Maya. These involve
WKHDFFHVVLRQVRI7RQLQD¶V5XOHU ZKRDFFHGHGDJHGRQO\WZR K’inich Hix Chapaaht of the same
VLWH DFFHGHGDJHHLJKW DQGWKHVRFDOOHG/DG\RI7LNDO ZKRDFFHGHGDWWKHDJHRIVL[  *UXEHD
235-236). In these cases the identities and roles of the regents are not invisible in the epigraphic
UHFRUGEXWDUHFOHDUO\PRUHVXEGXHGWKDQLQWKHFDVHRI1DUDQMRLQGLFDWLQJWKDWWKHUHJHQF\RI/DG\
6L[6N\GHYLDWHVIURPWKHVHSUHFHGHQWV
/DG\6L[6N\QHYHUERUHWKH(PEOHP*O\SKRI1DUDQMRDQG.¶DKN¶7LOLZ did assume the throne
of Naranjo as the 38th in the dynastic succession, an important claim as to lineal and direct legitimacy,
SUHVHQWWKHPVHOYHVXVLQJD&DOHQGDU5RXQGRI".XPN¶XWKDWUDQJHEHWZHHQൺൽDQG %RJXFKZDáD
7XV]\ĔVNDSHUVFRPP $VVXFKWKLVPRQXPHQWFDQQRWEHWDNHQDVWKHLQFRQWURYHUWLEOHVRXUFHWKDWLWKDV
been suggested to be.
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although his relation to his father and dynastic predecessor are unclear, not the least since the regency
RI/DG\6L[6N\ZDVSUHFHGHGE\DOHQJWK\KLDWXVSHULRG7KDWEHLQJVDLGKHUDUULYDOLQൺൽ 682 is just
two years after the devastating defeat of K’ahk’ Xiiw Chan Chaahk (r. c. ൺൽ 644-680+) at the hands
RI&DUDFRO 0DUWLQDQG*UXEH*UXEHE*UXEHDQG0DUWLQ $VVXFK
SODXVLEOHFRQFOXVLRQVLQFOXGH WKDWZKHUHDV/DG\6L[6N\VHUYHGDVJXDUGLDQDQGDVVXPHGWKHUROH
RIDGRPLQDQWPDWHUQDO¿JXUHVKHRQO\KDGDWHQXRXVSODFHDWWKH1DUDQMRFRXUWFRQWLQJHQWRQKHU
VSRXVH WKDW.¶DKN¶7LOLZ only had a very tenuous claim to the throne, although undoubtedly of noble
birth, born of parents that were of relatively low stature at court, possibly distant relations to the royal
family of K’ahk’ Xiiw Chan Chaahk (r. c. ൺൽ± WKHSUHGHFHVVRU *UXEHE0DUWLQ
DQG *UXEH      WKDW .¶DKN¶ 7LOLZ &KDQ &KDDKN gained the throne through machinations
RUFKHVWUDWHGE\/DG\6L[6N\GLVSODFLQJHUVWZKLOHFRQWHQGHUVDQGWKHSURYHUELDOROGJXDUG
2QH PHDQV RI H[DPLQLQJ WKH W\SH RI UHJHQF\ PDLQWDLQHG E\ /DG\ 6L[ 6N\ LV WR VWXG\ WKH
monumental record. This can be done by determining the latest date of each monument to approximate
the date of erection, determining the patron of the monument by considering who is depicted on its
front and scrutinising its textual passages to assess who is explicitly mentioned as the subject of
FODXVHVDQGDJHQWRIYHUEV,QVRGRLQJLWZDVIRXQGWKDWWKHPRQXPHQWVHUHFWHGLQWKHQDPHRI/DG\
6L[6N\DQGWKRVHGHGLFDWHGE\.¶DKN¶7LOLZ could indeed be segregated and their temporal incidence
SORWWHG:HUHWKHUHJHQF\RQHZKHUHLQ/DG\6L[6N\UHOHDVHGWKHUHLQVRISRZHURQHZRXOGH[SHFW
a clustering of monuments in the early part of the regency when .¶DKN¶7LOLZ was a minor, followed
by a cessation of monuments in her name and a sharp increase in the erection of monuments on the
SDUWRIWKHNLQJHVSHFLDOO\XSRQPDMRULW\DQGIRUWKHUHPDLQGHURIKLVUXOH$Q\GHYLDWLRQIURPWKLV
idealised model will have to be explained and may serve as a proxy for human behaviour and can
KHOSWRFKDUDFWHULVHWKHW\SHRIUHODWLRQVKLSWKDWZDVPDLQWDLQHGEHWZHHQWKHVHWZR¿JXUHV+DYLQJ
examined the monumental record from this vantage I can relate that there is a clear correlation between
the person depicted on the front of a given monument and the number of times that the same individual
is named in the accompanying texts. As a result it has been relatively easy to parse the monumental
UHFRUGEHWZHHQWKRVHRIWKHUHJHQWDQGWKHNLQJ )LJXUH 3HUKDSVQRWDOOWRRVXUSULVLQJO\SDUWRI
the hypothesised model is replicated in the plots, as well as much to the contrary. Using these plots
DVSUR[LHVLVTXLWHLOOXPLQDWLQJVLQFHZHFDQVHHWKDW/DG\6L[6N\HUHFWHG6WHODDWWKHVWDUWRIWKH
record, and that she did not erect another monument for the following decade. During precisely the
same stretch of time .¶DKN¶7LOLZ also erected monuments at the start of the record, starting with the
GHGLFDWLRQRIERWK6WHO DQGZKLFKZDVIROORZHGMXVWIRXU\HDUVDIWHUE\6WHOD¿YH\HDUV
DIWHUE\6WHODDQGWZR\HDUVDIWHUE\6WHOD$VVXFKZHFDQVHHWKDW/DG\6L[6N\HUHFWHGMXVW
one monument at the start of the record, which was followed by more than a decade of inactivity,
and that in the same time period .¶DKN¶7LOLZHUHFWHGDVPDQ\DV¿YHPRQXPHQWV7KLVSDUWRIWKH
record, which spans ൺൽ±PDWFKHVPRUHRUOHVVZKDWLVH[SHFWHGIURPZKDWFRXOGEHFDOOHG
a benevolent regency wherein .¶DKN¶ 7LOLZ is allowed and enabled to assume power, whereas the
regent progressively steps aside. However, from ൺൽ  RQZDUGV ZH FDQ VHH WKDW /DG\ 6L[ 6N\
continues erecting monuments in her name, going on to raise at least four stelae in the following 13
years, whereas .¶DKN¶7LOLZUDLVHG¿YHVWHODHGXULQJDFRPPHQVXUDWHSHULRG$VVXFKWKHODWWHUSDUW
RIWKHPRQXPHQWDOUHFRUGGRHVQRWVSHDNRIDUHJHQWWKDWUHOHDVHVSRZHUEXWTXLWHWKHFRQWUDU\RQH
WKDWLVEHQWRQLPSUHVVLQJKHUPDUNRQKLVWRU\LQGLUHFWFRPSHWLWLRQWRDQGSHUKDSVZLWKÀDJUDQW
GLVUHJDUGIRUWKHNLQJ )LJXUH 7KLVSDWWHUQLQJGRHVQRWVSHDNRIDKHDOWK\DQGPXWXDOO\EHQH¿FLDO
UHODWLRQVKLSQRWWKHOHDVWZKHQRQHFRQVLGHUVWKDWWKHUHJHQW¶VFODLPWRSRZHUUHVWVZLWKWKHDELOLW\WR
JRYHUQDPLQRU7KLVSDWWHUQLQJLVDOOWKHPRUHGLVWUHVVLQJZKHQRQHFRQVLGHUVWKDWWKH¿UVWPRQXPHQW
RI/DG\6L[6N\LVUDLVHGQROHVVWKDQWZHQW\\HDUVDIWHUKHUDUULYDOWR1DUDQMRDQGLQWKHFDVHRI
.¶DKN¶7LOLZ, at the age of 23, a whole nine years after his accession. Clearly .¶DKN¶7LOLZ must have
reached his majority by that juncture.
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Figure 7.7RS7KHPRQXPHQWDOUHFRUGRI/DG\6L[6N\DQGWKDWRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN, plotted discretely, illustrating the monuments they each have erected, as well as those erected conjointly (connected by vertical
GDVKHGOLQHV %RWWRP5HODWLYHIUHTXHQF\GLVWULEXWLRQRIWKHPRQXPHQWVHUHFWHGE\/DG\6L[6N\YVWKRVHRI
.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN1RWHWKHWKUHHGLVWLQFWSHDNVPRWLYDWHGLQSDUWE\WKH3HULRG(QGLQJVRI
DQG JUDSKVDQGGUDZLQJVE\&KULVWRSKH+HOPNH 
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Stela Pairs
6LQFHERWK/DG\6L[6N\DQG.¶DKN7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN erected as many monuments as they did,
it should not come as a surprise that some of these were erected at the same occasion. This happened
D WRWDO RI ¿YH GLIIHUHQW WLPHV ZLWK DOO EXW RQH VHW RI PRQXPHQWV FRPPHPRUDWLQJ UHODWLYHO\ URXQG
3HULRG(QGLQJFHOHEUDWLRQVDQGRQHRQDQHQWLUHO\KLVWRULFDOGDWH 7DEOH 2IWKHVHFKURQRORJLFDOO\
FRHYDOVHWVRIPRQXPHQWVPRVWRIWKHVHIRUPSDLUVDIHDWXUHWKDWZDV¿UVWUHFRJQLVHGE\3URVNRXULDNRII
(1960: 464). What is interesting is that the pattern of erecting paired stelae is a feature that is wellNQRZQIRU&DODNPXODQGVLWHVWKDWZHUHDOOLHGWRWKLVJUHDWPHWURSROLV 0DUFXVVHHDOVR-R\FH
 )RULQVWDQFHWKHSDLUIRUPHGE\6WHO DQGDW&DODNPXOVKRZWKHUHLJQLQJPRQDUFKVLQ
ൺൽERWKVWDQGLQJYLFWRULRXVDWRSFDSWLYHVZHDULQJULFKUHJDOLDWKHNLQJFRQGXFWLQJDVFDWWHULQJ
ULWXDODQGWKHTXHHQEHDULQJDELFHSKDOLFVFHSWUH 0DUFXV)LJ 6LPLODUO\WKHVWHODH
SDLUVWHPPLQJIURP(O3HU~²EXWQRZIRUFLEO\GLYRUFHGEHWZHHQWKH&OHYHODQG0XVHXPRI$UWDQG
WKH.LPEHOO$UW0XVHXP²VKRZWKHUHLJQLQJFRXSOHWKHNLQJZLWKDGHLW\PDVNEUDQGLVKLQJDVFHSWUH
DQGDVKLHOGPXFKOLNHKLVVSRXVH 0LOOHU :KDWVWDQGVRXWIURPMXVWWKHVHWZRSDLUVLVWKDWWKH
ZRPDQLQHDFKFDVHZHDUVWKHVRFDOOHGQHWWHGVNLUWDVZHOODVWKHVSLQ\R\VWHUVKHOODQGVKDUNEHOW
DVVHPEODJHDQLQWHJUDOSDUWRIWKH0DL]HJRG¶VUHJDOLDHVSHFLDOO\IROORZLQJKLVUHVXUUHFWLRQLQWKH
XQGHUZRUOG VHH+HOPNH+HOPNHDQG.XSSUDW+RXVWRQHWDO 1992:
4XHQRQDQG/H)RUW9i]TXH]/ySH] ,QDGGLWLRQLQFDVWLQJDVOLJKWHUZLGHU
QHWZHFDQVHHWKDWVXFKVWHODHSDLUVDUHNQRZQIURP&DODNPXO1DDFKWXQ2[SHPXO8[XO(O3HU~
DQG<D[FKLODQDQGWKDWWKHVHV\VWHPDWLFDOO\UHSUHVHQWVSRXVHV 7XV]\ĔVND 
The one great exception to this pattern are the paired stelae of Naranjo, where these appear to
represent a younger male ruler and a dominant mother acting as regent. Examining the iconography
of these stelae as well as their placement within the city tells another story, which again I believe is
UHOHYDQWWRRXUXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIWKHFRPSOLFDWHGUHODWLRQVKLSPDLQWDLQHGEHWZHHQUHJHQWDQGNLQJ
7KHSDLULQJRIVWHODHDW1DUDQMRDV¿UVWQRWLFHGE\3URVNRXULDNRII VHHDOVR*UXEH
2004b: 202), consists of three initial pairs, to which the two additional and later sets are herewith
DGGHG WKDW KHUHWRIRUH KDG JRQH XQQRWLFHG 7DEOH   7KH ¿UVW VHW RU SDLU RI VWHODH DOVR VHUYHV WR

Table 2.7KHSDLUHGVWHODHHUHFWHGGXULQJWKHUHJHQF\RI/DG\6L[6N\DQGWKHUHLJQRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN
in chronological order
-XOLDQGDWH

Long Count

Monument

Protagonist

23 Jan. ൺൽ 702

9.13.10.0.0

Stela 22

.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN

Stela 24

/DG\6L[6N\

Stela 2

.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN

Stela 3

/DG\6L[6N\

Stela 30

.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN

Stela 29

/DG\6L[6N\

Stela 40

.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN

Stela 31

/DG\6L[6N\

Stela 46

.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN

Stela 18

/DG\6L[6N\

)HEൺൽ 713
16 Nov. ൺൽ 714
2FWൺൽ 721
14 Sep. ൺൽ 726

9.14.1.3.19

9.14.3.0.0

9.14.10.0.0

9.14.15.0.0
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LQDXJXUDWHWKHH[WDQWPRQXPHQWDOUHFRUGDVZHNQRZLW )LJXUH 2Q6WHODZHVHHDYLFWRULRXV
.¶DKN¶7LOLZVHDWHGDWRSDODUJHDQGVWDWHO\SLOORZHPEHOOLVKHGE\MDJXDUVNLQWKHZKROHDWRSDODUJH
SHUVRQL¿HGWRSRQ\PZKLFKQDPHVWKHSURPLQHQWWULDGLFWHPSOHVRIWKH&*URXSDWWKHHDVWHUQHQGRI
WKHPRQXPHQWDOHSLFHQWHU VHH7RNRYLQLQHDQG)LDONR +HEUDFHVDELFHSKDOLFFHUHPRQLDO
bar and peers down on a nearly nude and emaciated captive, whose caption informs us that he is the
µSRZHUOHVV¶NLQJRI8FDQDO 6FKHOHDQG)UHLGHO=HQGHU+HOPNHDQG
.HWWXQHQ 6WHOD/DG\6L[6N\¶VFRXQWHUSDUWPRQXPHQWGHSLFWVKHUDOVRLQDYLFWRULRXV
stance, standing atop a defeated captive whose glyphic caption relates that he is from K’inichil Chab,
a locality that is said to have been defeated in both ൺൽ 693 and 698. She is also shown holding a large
FHUHPRQLDOGLVKFRQWDLQLQJWKHLPSOHPHQWVRIDXWRVDFUL¿FHDVZHOODVDGGLWLRQDOJO\SKLFHOHPHQWV
QDPLQJ DQ XQGHUZRUOG ORFDOLW\ 3URVNRXULDNRII  7RNRYLQLQH DQG )LDONR   +HOPNH
2009: 98-100). The form of the dish suggests that it is a cache vessel that in due course was buried
LQWRWKHDUFKLWHFWXUDOFRUHRIDVWUXFWXUHDVDGHGLFDWRU\RIIHULQJ7KHDVVRFLDWHGFDSWLRQPDNHVLWFOHDU
WKDW/DG\6L[6N\LVSRUWUD\HGLQWKHDFWRILPSHUVRQDWLQJDGHLW\LQWKLVSDUWLFXODUFDVH²SHUKDSV
QRWWRRVXUSULVLQJO\²WKH0RRQJRGGHVV VHH+RXVWRQDQG6WXDUW*UXEHDQG0DUWLQ
1HKDPPHU.QXEHWDO+RXVWRQ  VHHDOVR)LJXUHEF $VVXFKZH
VHHDV\PEROLFHPXODWLRQDQGFDQUHFDOOWKDWWKHPXFKFHOHEUDWHGµDUULYDO¶RI/DG\6L[6N\LVWDNHQ
as a point of analogy to the heavenly travels of the Moon goddess. In addition to impersonating this
deity while performing important ritual actions that serve to rededicate one of the most prominent
FHUHPRQLDOORFLDW1DUDQMR 6FKHOHDQG)UHLGHO0DUWLQDQG*UXEH*UXEHE
 VKHLVDOVRFOHDUO\VKRZQZHDULQJWKHQHWWHGVNLUWDVZHOODVWKHVKDUN¶VKHDGDQGVSLQ\R\VWHU
shell (SpondylusVS DVKHUEHOWDVVHPEODJH7RJHWKHUWKHVHLWHPVRIGUHVVHYRNHWKRVHZRUQE\WKH
0DL]HJRGDWKLVUHVXUUHFWLRQDQGXQGHUOLQHVWKHDQGURJ\QRXVIHDWXUHVRIWKH0DL]HJRG²ZKLFKKDV
RIWHQSURYRNHGFRQIXVLRQEHWZHHQWKHKHDGYDULDQWIRUixikµZRPDQ¶DQGixiimWKHSHUVRQL¿FDWLRQRI
PDWXUHPDL]HLQ&ODVVLF0D\DZULWLQJ VHH=HQGHUD 7KLVIHDWXUHLVIXQGDPHQWDOWRWKHVWHODH
SDLUVREVHUYHGDWVLWHVWKURXJKRXWWKH/RZODQGVDQGLWLVWKHUHIRUHQRWHZRUWK\WRUHPDUNWKDWDOOH[WDQW
GHSLFWLRQVRI/DG\6L[6N\DW1DUDQMRDSSHDUWRVKRZKHUZHDULQJVXFKDQHWWHGGUHVV
7KHVHFRQGVHWRISDLUHGVWHODHGHSLFWVZKDWPD\EH/DG\6L[6N\RQ6WHODDJDLQZLWKWKH
netted dress and although the object that she holds is eroded and indistinct, it can be said to resemble
a bloodletter, the handle of which is embellished by a spray of long feathers, presumably those of the
TXHW]DOELUG%RWKVKHDQG.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN on the companion monument are standing atop
WRSRQ\PVZULWWHQLQDFRPELQDWLRQRIJO\SKVDQGKHDGYDULDQWVLJQV2Q6WHOD.¶DKN¶7LOLZ is again
GHSLFWHGLQNHHSLQJZLWKPDUWLDOWKHPHVWKLVWLPHDVDFHQWUDO0H[LFDQZDUULRUSULHVWUHSOHWHZLWK
a series of items of regalia that are typical of this title7 as well as an incense pouch, a tell-tale sign of
an individual with sacerdotal duties.
7KHWKLUGSDLULVWKDWIRUPHGE\6WHO DQGZKHUHLQWKHIRUPHUGHSLFWV/DG\6L[6N\DJDLQ
in a ritual act, although the caption that would have commented on the portrayal is sadly lost. Much
as with Stela 24 she is standing atop of a captive, a stance that is decidedly martial and emulates the
SUHURJDWLYHRINLQJV 0DUWLQDQG*UXEH*UXEHDQG0DUWLQ /LNHZLVHRQ6WHOD
7
 7KHLWHPVLQFOXGHWKHVKHOOSODWHOHWKHDGGUHVVDGRUQHGZLWKHDJOHIHDWKHUVDW\SLFDOO\0H[LFDQVTXDUHVKLHOG
HPEOD]RQHGZLWKDEORRGWKLUVW\EXWWHUÀ\DPRWLIUHSHDWHGRQKLVKLJKEDFNHGVDQGDOVKLVIRRWZHDUDOVRIHDWXULQJ
k’an cross signs, denoting the diagnostic element of the martial incarnation of the Teotihuacan Storm god (the
precursor of the Aztec rain deity 7ODDORN  VHH :UHP$QGHUVRQ DQG +HOPNH   )LJ HI  DQG
¿QDOO\WKHODUJHVHUSHQWLQH¿JXUHUHQGHUHGRQKLVORLQFORWKNQRZQDVWKH7HRWLKXDFDQ:DU6HUSHQW VHH7DXEH
2004: 88, 2006: 161), in the act of devouring a stylised heart that is shown dripping with blood. It is this last
HOHPHQWWKDWJO\SKLFDOO\VSHOOVRXWWKHWLWOHLQTXHVWLRQRQHWKDW¿QGVLWVRULJLQLQ7HRWLKXDFDQEXWÀRXULVKHGLQ
the central Mexican highlands during the Epiclassic (ൺൽ±  VHH+HOPNHDQG1LHOVHQ 
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Figure 8. The paired stelae of Naranjo, arranged into four distinct sets, erected respectively in ൺൽ 702, 713, 714
DQG DIWHU*UDKDPDQG9RQ(XZ3UHVLGHQWDQG)HOORZVRI+DUYDUG
&ROOHJH3HDERG\0XVHXPRI$UFKDHRORJ\DQG(WKQRORJ\30
 7KH¿QDOVHWRIൺൽ 726, represented by Stelæ 18 and 46 is not illustrated here.
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.¶DKN¶7LOLZ is shown standing atop a trampled captive, though here he is performing a nocturnal rite,
LQYROYLQJ D ¿UHGULOOLQJ ULWXDO ZKLFK H[SODLQV WKH ODUJH VWDII ZLWK WKH FOXVWHUV RI NQRWWHG FORWK DQ
RXWVL]HGHPXODWLRQRIWKHSLQVXVHGWRGULOO¿UHDVSDUWRIVXFKULWXDOV VHH*UXEH 7KHODUJH
WULGHQWHFFHQWULFÀLQWWKDWKHKROGVLQKLVOHIWKDQGPD\DOVREHUHODWHGWR¿UHULWXDOVDVDQREMHFWWKDW
ZDVVWUXFNWRFUHDWHVSDUNVDOWKRXJKWKLVLVFRQMHFWXUDO7KHDVVRFLDWHGJO\SKLFFDSWLRQVPDNHVLWFOHDU
WKDWKHLVXQGHUWDNLQJWKHVHULWXDOVDVSDUWRIDQLPSHUVRQDWLRQULWXDOLQWKLVFDVHWDNLQJRQWKHJXLVH
RIWKHVRFDOOHG-DJXDU*RGWKH8QGHUZRUOGDSURPLQHQWSDWURQGHLW\RI1DUDQMR VHH+HOPNHHWDO
1HKDPPHU.QXEHWDO 2009: 191-192).
7KHIRXUWKDQGSHQXOWLPDWHVHWLVKHUHZLWKLGHQWL¿HGDQGLQYROYHV6WHODDQGWKHEDVHRI6WHOD
7KHODWWHUFRXOGEHLGHQWL¿HGWRIRUPSDUWRIWKLVVHWVLQFHLWVHURGHGFDSWLRQUHFRUGVWKHGHGLFDWLRQ
RIDKDOIN¶DWXQFHOHEUDWLRQ $S$S DQGDVVXFKWKH/RQJ&RXQWVKRXOGUHFRUGDGDWHFRQIRUPLQJ
WRWKLVIRUPDW"&RQVLGHULQJWKHNQRZQGDWHVRIWKHUHJHQF\DQGUHLJQWKHEHVWPDWFKLVWKDW
SURYLGHGE\RU2FWREHUൺൽ2QWKLVGDWHWKHIHPDOHKDOIVKRZVZKDWPD\EH/DG\6L[
6N\KROGLQJDODUJHELFHSKDOLFFHUHPRQLDOEDUVWDQGLQJDWRSDSHUVRQL¿HGWRSRQ\P
7KH¿IWKDQG¿QDOVHWFRPSULVHV6WHODDQGWKHUHFHQWO\GLVFRYHUHG6WHODERWKFRPPHPRUDWLQJ
WKH3HULRG(QGLQJRIൺൽ 726. The front of Stela 18 has not survived, but considering the
PDQ\PHQWLRQVWR/DG\6L[6N\RQHFDQSUHVXPHWKDWLWRQFHGHSLFWHGKHUDQGZDVDPRQXPHQWUDLVHG
at her behest. In contrast, Stela 46 mentions predominantly .¶DKN¶7LOLZ and depicts him brandishing
a K’awiil sceptre in his right hand and a circular shield in his left, the potent symbols of royal power
and martial prowess. Duplicating some of the earlier monuments, .¶DKN¶7LOLZ is shown standing atop
DSHUVRQL¿HGWRSRQ\PRQFHPRUHQDPLQJWKHWULDGLF&*URXS VHH0DUWLQet al. 2017: 673).
Allowing for these stelae as a textual linguistic source, and considering their location, placement
and context, the narrative provided by these may articulate a wealth of information about the
WXPXOWXRXVUHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQWKH\RXQJNLQJDQGWKHGRPLQDQWPDWHUQDOUHJHQW )LJXUH 7KH
YHU\¿UVWVHWLQYROYHV6WHO DQGZKLFKZHUHHUHFWHGDWWKHEDVHRI6WU&DQG&UHVSHFWLYHO\
WKHWZRWHPSOHVWKDWGH¿QHWKHQRUWKHUQDQGVRXWKHUQH[WHQWRIWKHLPSRUWDQWWULDGLF&*URXS7KLV
LVWKHJURXSZKHUH/DG\6L[6N\LVVDLGWRKDYHXQGHUWDNHQWKHIRXQGDWLRQULWXDOVWKDWUHDVVHUWHGWKH
paramount importance of these temples to the Naranjo dynasty, and also appears to be the place where
.¶DKN¶7LOLZ is seated upon on Stela 22.8 As such, this stela set is of great import on many levels since
it represents a salient continuity with the past and a concerted means of solemnly celebrating the more
recent monarchs at the site. The two monuments, their texts and image play off each and are wholly
complementary. However, in what may be an attempt at decorum, Stelæ 22 and 24 were not erected
side-by-side as is the norm for stelae pairs, perhaps as a means of avoiding commentary on the fact that
.¶DKN¶7LOLZDQG/DG\6L[6N\ZHUHQRWVSRXVHVVLQFHVWHODHSDLUVDWRWKHUVLWHVDUHDOORIWKHUXOLQJ
FRXSOHNLQJDQGTXHHQ VHH-R\FH7DEOH 
The following pair, erected eleven years later, was raised not within the C-Group, but at the
opposite western end of the site, at the foot of the rather diminutive Str. A-15. Interestingly, Str. A-15,
along with A-14 and A-16 may form a diminutive triadic group, but if size is any indication, then this
JURXSPD\KDYHEHHQUDLVHGGXULQJWKHUHJHQF\RI/DG\6L[6N\0XFKPRUHEROGO\6WHO DQG
were erected side-by-side, which is highly indicative of an unhealthy relationship between individuals
RIGLIIHUHQWJHQHUDWLRQVLQZKDWLVDPRWKHUFKLOGUHODWLRQVKLS&OHDUO\/DG\6L[6N\¶VUHJHQF\UHVWHG
ZKROO\RQWKHLQÀXHQFHVKHFRXOGH[HUWRQWKH\RXQJNLQJDQGWKHUHODWLRQVKLSVKHFRXOGPDLQWDLQZLWK
KLPDQGLQWKHDEVHQFHRIDFOHDUIDWKHUWRWKHNLQJDQGVSRXVHWR/DG\6L[6N\IURPWKHORFDOG\QDVW\
8
Based on associated texts this group appears to have been called Wak Ik’ …nal Hu’un 7RNRYLQLQHDQG)LDONR
 ZKHUHLQWKHLQWHUYHQLQJHOOLSVLVUHIHUVWRDQXQGHFLSKHUHGORJRJUDPWKDWUHSUHVHQWVDYHVVHOPDUNHGZLWK
a hand sign.
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Figure 9. Isometric map of the monumental epicentre of Naranjo, showing the contextual distribution of paired
stelae and their architectural settings (isometric map adapted after Martin HWDO)LJ 

KHUSRVLWLRQZDVSUHFDULRXVLQGHHG$VVXFKLWZRXOGVHHPWKDW/DG\6L[6N\SHUFHLYHGDQGLQPDQ\
ways treated .¶DKN¶7LOLZ as her spouse, although whether this was deliberate and conscious or not,
LVXQNQRZQ,IWKHODWWHUWKHQWKLVVSHDNVRIDW\SHRISV\FKRORJLFDOG\VIXQFWLRQZKHUHLQWKHFKLOGLV
expected to assume some of the roles of a peer-generational husband. Relevant terms to describe such
XQKHDOWK\UHODWLRQVDUHHQPHVKPHQWSDUHQWL¿FDWLRQVXUURJDWHVSRXVHFRYHUWLQFHVW DOVRNQRZQDV
emotional incest) and the Jocasta Complex (the incestuous sexual desire of a mother towards her son),
GHVFULELQJDUDQJHRISV\FKRORJLFDOSUREOHPV VHH%HVGLQH2OLYLHU 9
Raised the very next year and following the pattern seen with the second pair of stelae, the third
set, was also erected side-by-side, but this time it was erected, pride of place, at the foot of Str. C-9,
the eastern and largest of the temples of the triadic C Group. As such, if these types of pairs were
UHVHUYHGIRUWKRVHLQZHGORFNWKHQWKHHUHFWLRQRIWZRSDLUHGVWHODHGRHVDSSHDUWRVXJJHVWVRPHVRUW
of dysfunctional relation. Interesting in this regard is the fact that standard stelae pairs depict spouses
WKDWIDFHRQHDQRWKHUEXWLQWKHFDVHRI/DG\6L[6N\DQG.¶DKN¶7LOLZ, these all face to their right, and
9

Covert incest typically occurs in families where one parent (the shadow parent) does not actively participate in
family affairs, thus setting the stage for the other parent (the invasive parent) to turn to a child for emotional support.
7KHLQYDVLYHSDUHQWLQHIIHFWPDNHVWKHFKLOGDVXUURJDWHVSRXVHZKRLVIRUFHGWRWDNHRQWKHUHVSRQVLELOLWLHVRIWKH
VKDGRZSDUHQW )UHLODQG)UHLO/RYH 
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DVVXFKGRQRWORRNWRZDUGHDFKRWKHU:KHUHDVRQHPLJKWEHWHPSWHGWRLQWHUSUHWWKLVLQOLJKWRIWKH
relationship between our two protagonists, there is a dominant pattern of uniformity in the sculptural
DUWVRI1DUDQMRZKHUHLQUXOLQJ¿JXUHVIDFHWRWKHLUULJKW ,YDQ6DYFKHQNRSHUVFRPP DQGDV
VXFKWKLVUHÀHFWVPRUHWKHORFDOFDQRQVDVZHOODVWKHDVSLUDWLRQVRI/DG\6L[6N\WREHYLHZHGLQWKLV
light and treated as ruler.
The fourth set of monuments was only raised 12 years after the penultimate one, and of these
/DG\6L[6N\KDG6WHODHUHFWHGDWWKHIRRWRI6WU&GXSOLFDWLQJWKHVHWWLQJRIKHUVWHODLQWKH
SHQXOWLPDWHSDLUDQGFRQ¿UPLQJKHUDI¿QLW\WRWKLVSDUWLFXODUULWXDOFRPSOH[,QFRQWUDVW.¶DKN¶7LOLZ
selected a completely different location for his stela, since it was erected at the foot of Str. D-1, the
FDXVHZD\WHUPLQXVFRPSOH[EXLOWDWRSRIWKHÀDWWHQHGKLOOWRWKHQRUWKRIWKHVLWHQDPHGPek Sa’uul
LQDQWLTXLW\7KDWWHUPLQXVZDVRIJUHDWLPSRUWDQFHWRWKHORQJUHLJQLQJ(DUO\&ODVVLFUXOHUAjasaaj
Chan K’inichVLQFHKHHUHFWHGERWK6WHODDQG$OWDUDWWKLVORFDWLRQ 0DUWLQDQG*UXEH
+HOPNHDQG.HWWXQHQ $VVXFKUDLVLQJ6WHODDWWKLVORFDWLRQVKRZVDGHOLEHUDWHDWWHPSW
to commune with AjasaajDQGKLVOHJDF\EXWLPSRUWDQWO\LWVKRZVDGH¿QLWHDQGGHFLGHGEUHDNIURP
/DG\6L[6N\7KHSDLUHGPRQXPHQWZRXOGQRWEHHUHFWHGEHVLGHVKHUVDQGSUR[LPLW\ZRXOGQRWEH
WROHUDWHGDVWKRXJKDQDWWHPSWWREUHDNIUHHDQGULGKLPVHOIRIWKHRYHUEHDULQJPDWHUQDOSUHVHQFHDQG
ORRPLQJVKDGRZRI/DG\6L[6N\$VZHZLOOVHHWKHUHDUHVRPHHOHPHQWVLQWKHWH[WVRIWKHVHVWHODH
that support this overall scenario.
7KH¿IWKDQG¿QDOVHWFRQWLQXHVVRPHRIWKHWUHQGVVHHQZLWKWKHIRUWKQRWDEO\WKHGLVDVVRFLDWLRQ
RI WKH SDLU /DG\ 6L[ 6N\ HUHFWHG KHU VWHOD DW WKH IRRW RI WKH VRXWKHUQ SODWIRUP RI 6WUXFWXUH %
facing the central plaza, whereas .¶DKN¶7LOLZ saw his monument erected once more in the triadic C
Group. The erection of Stela 46 in the C Group saw, much as with Stela 22 erected 24 years prior,
the representation of the toponym of this place on the front of the stelae, indicative of the importance
of place in both ritual and representational practices. Whereas this review of the placement of stelae
suggests several important patterns, and may betray some of the aspects of the relation maintained
EHWZHHQPRWKHUDQGVRQUHJHQWDQGNLQJWKHLPSRUWDQFHRIWKH&*URXSWRERWKLWFOHDUVLQFHWKH
majority of their stelae were erected there, although not always as a picture of wholesome unison.

Narrative and Discourse
The reign of .¶DKN¶ 7LOLZ &KDQ &KDDKN can be divided into several salient and overlapping
phases. In the initial period, spanning roughly from ൺൽ±HVSHFLDOO\GXULQJKLVPLQRULW\DQG
the regency, is characterised by a broad array of military engagements, many to subjugate former
allies, to regain adjoining territory that was formerly part of Naranjo and also for establishing tributary
UHODWLRQVIDUWKHUD¿HOG 6FKHOHDQG)UHLGHO0DUWLQDQG*UXEH*UXEHDQG
0DUWLQ+HOPNHDQG.HWWXQHQ 7KLVSKDVHRILQWHQVLYHPDUWLDOHQFRXQWHUV
ZLWK1DUDQMR¶VQHLJKERXUVZDVIROORZHGE\DSHULRGRIJUHDWHUVWDELOLW\DQGRQHZKHUHLQDUXOHULQKLV
PDMRULW\VRXJKWWRVROLGLI\DOOLDQFHVDQGUHHVWDEOLVKWKHJUDQGHXURI1DUDQMRVHHNLQJDVLQVSLUDWLRQ
the deeds of the revered Ajasaaj Chan K’inich. During this second phase, which can be said to
span from ൺൽ±ZHVHHWKHFHUDPLFZRUNVKRSVRI1DUDQMRRQFHPRUHULVHWRSURPLQHQFHE\
SURGXFLQJDODUJHQXPEHURIXQLTXHPDVWHUSLHFHVPDQ\IRUORFDOFRQVXPSWLRQEHDULQJWKHQDPHRI
.¶DKN¶7LOLZEXWRWKHUVZHUHVSHFL¿FDOO\GHVLJQHGWREHJLIWHGDVSDUWRIIHDVWVWKDWZRXOGVHUYHWR
FHPHQWDOOLDQFHVDQGHQVXUHWKHIHDOW\RIYDVVDOV HJ/H&RXQW  )LJXUH 7KH-DXQF\YDVH
discovered at Buenavista del Cayo in Belize (Houston HWDO 1992), as well as sherds of identical vases
GLVFRYHUHG DW ERWK ;XQDQWXQLFK DQG %DNLQJ 3RW DWWHVW WR WKH LQÀXHQFH H[HUWHG RQ WKLV SDUW RI WKH
0D\D/RZODQGVE\.¶DKN¶7LOLZ during this part of his reign. In addition, a customised vase, bearing
WKHQDPHRIWKHNLQJRI8FDQDOGHIHDWHGLQൺൽDQGGHSLFWHGDVDJDXQWVNHOHWDO¿JXUHRQ6WHOD
shows the capriciousness of political interactions at the time, not the least since .¶DKN¶7LOLZ is said to
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Figure 10.$ VHOHFWLRQ RI SRO\FKURPDWLF FHUDPLF YHVVHOV SURGXFHG LQ WKH UR\DO ZRUNVKRS RI 1DUDQMR GXULQJ
the reign of .¶DKN¶ 7LOLZ &KDQ &KDDKN. K927, 1398, 2085, and 4464 all bear the names and titles of K’ahk’
7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKNZKHUHDVDQGZHUHSURGXFHGIRUWKHNLQJRI8FDQDODQGDQLQGLYLGXDOIURPWKH
neighbouring uxlajuun tzukRUµSURYLQFH¶ SKRWRJUDSKV-XVWLQ.HUUUHSURGXFHGZLWKSHUPLVVLRQ 
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KDYHVXSHUYLVHGWKHDFFHVVLRQRIDQ8FDQDONLQJLQൺൽ 712.10 As such we can infer that the vase was
produced as a means of securing an alliance following the military engagement and was therefore
OLNHO\SURGXFHGVRPHWLPHEHWZHHQൺൽ 698 and 712. Similarly, following the defeat of <RRW] in ൺൽ 706,
a local ruler was enthroned under the auspices of .¶DKN¶7LOLZ in ൺൽ 713. At around the same time
DVHUYLFHRI¿QHO\SDLQWHGFHUDPLFVZDVDOVRSURGXFHGTXLWHSRVVLEO\FHOHEUDWLQJWKHUDSSURFKHPHQW
between Naranjo and <RRW] (Boot 1999) in the latter part of .¶DKN¶7LOLZ¶VUHLJQ *UXEHDQG0DUWLQ
+HOPNHDQG.HWWXQHQ 
Despite the growing tension that can be read from the glyphic texts, much of the established
OLWHUDWXUHHQGVWKHQDUUDWLYHUDWKHUDEUXSWO\DWWKLVFOLPD[LQWKHVWRU\DQGWKH¿QDOGHFDGHVRI/DG\
6L[6N\¶VUXOHDQGWKDWRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZDUHDVLIVZHSWDVLGH VHH0DUWLQDQG*UXEH*UXEHDQG
0DUWLQ :K\ZRXOGWKLVEHWKHFDVH")RURQHWKHPRQXPHQWVIURPWKHODWWHUSKDVHZKLFK
we might call a third phase following the period of increasing diplomatic relations, is plagued by
a complete absence of monuments from ൺൽ 726 onwards and the few monuments that once exhibited
long texts are now almost completely eroded. Salient examples of this situation are the texts on the
EDFNRI6WHO DQGZKLFKZHUHVLJQL¿FDQWRQDFFRXQWRIWKHLUOHQJWKRQFH¿OOHGZLWKLQIRUPDWLRQ
pertaining to the latter part of the reign, but now unfortunately very little remains legible in these texts.
Despite weathering, it has been possible to reconstruct much of the calendrical information in these
texts and to segregate the clauses from one another. This, coupled with access to photographs secured
E\6\OYDQXV0RUOH\LQ )LJXUH EHIRUHWKHVHPRQXPHQWVKDGZHDWKHUHGIXUWKHUWRWKHVRUU\
VWDWH WKDW ,DQ *UDKDP IRXQG WKHP LQ WKH V²UHGXFHG WR LOOHJLEOH KHDSV DV ZHOO DV ORRWHG DQG
GLVSODFHGWRDYDULHW\RIORFDWLRQV²KDVHQDEOHGPHWRGLVFHUQVRPHHOHPHQWVWKDWKHUHWRIRUHUHPDLQHG
unclear.
)RU LQVWDQFH D FDUHIXO H[DPLQDWLRQ RI WKH HURGHG WH[WV RI 6WHO   DQG  ERWK UHYHDO WKH
RFFXUUHQFHRIOLNHLQNLQGHYHQWVZKHUHLQ.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKNDQG/DG\6L[6N\OLNHQWKHLU
actions and the rituals that they commemorated to similar events in the past (see also Closs 1985: 72+HOPNHHWDO  )LJXUH ,QDGLVFRXUVHDQDO\VLVRIWKH1DUDQMRWH[WVIURPWKHODWH
VHYHQWKDQGHLJKWKFHQWXULHV,KDYHUHFRQVWUXFWHGWKHFKURQRORJLFDOVHTXHQFHRIWKHPRQXPHQWVDQG
determined the patron and major protagonist of each monument, by examining the portrait depicted on
the front of the monument as well as the references made to agents within the associated texts (Table 3).
Concerning the texts a few comments are in order, since I have had to concentrate on sentences where
an agent is explicitly stated or wherein agency expressions are appended as sub-clauses to introduce
the agent. As it turns out, the majority of sentences have only one argument, and in many cases this is
WKHSDWLHQWRIDYHUEVXFKDVLQWKHSDVVLYHDQGPHGLRSDVVLYHYRLFHRIWUDQVLWLYHFRQVWUXFWLRQVDVVXFK
WKHVHVHQWHQFHVKDYH¿JXUHGOHVVSURPLQHQWO\LQWKHGLVFRXUVHDQDO\VLV'HVSLWHWKHVHGLI¿FXOWLHVZH
can see that there is an intimate correlation between the subject depicted on the front of a monument
and textual patterns of predominance, such that the main protagonist of a monument is cited more
RIWHQWKDQDQ\RWKHU 7DEOH ,QWKLVUHVSHFWLWLVZRUWKZKLOHUHPDUNLQJWKDWLQWKHPRQXPHQWVRI
.¶DKN¶7LOLZ he is cited as agent in 72 % of agential clauses (on average) and in half of the cases he
DSSHDUVDVVROHSURWDJRQLVWRIDSDUWLFXODUPRQXPHQW6LPLODUO\LQWKHPRQXPHQWVRI/DG\6L[6N\
VKH DSSHDUV DV DJHQW LQ EHWZHHQ ±  RI DJHQWLDO FODXVHV DOWKRXJK VKH QHYHU DSSHDUV DV VROH
agent.11 The reason for this is that .¶DKN¶7LOLZ is cited in all her texts, since he is the very basis for her
 ,VWKLVWKHHQWKURQHPHQWRIWKHVXFFHVVRUWR³,W]DPQDDM´Bahlam, who had been captured in ൺൽ 698, or is this
a re-enthronement of the same individual, as vassal of Naranjo, following his defeat? The remaining outlines of
WKHQDPHDUHFHUWDLQO\VXJJHVWLYHDQGGROHQGWKHPVHOYHVWRVXSSRUWLQJWKHODWWHUVFHQDULRHVSHFLDOO\DVWKH¿QDO
part of the name appears to be ... Bahlam.
11
 $VVXFKZHFDQREVHUYHDZHDNQHJDWLYHFRUUHODWLRQ U  EHWZHHQWKHQXPEHURIWLPHVWKDW.¶DKN¶7LOLZ
Chan Chaahk LVPHQWLRQHGYVWKHQXPEHURIWLPHV/DG\6L[6N\LVPHQWLRQHGLQDJLYHQWH[W7KXVDVWKHKLJK
10
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Figure 11.7KHORQJWH[WDGRUQLQJWKHEDFNRI6WHODDW1DUDQMRVKRZLQJLWVFRQGLWLRQLQ SKRWRJUDSKE\
6\OYDQXV0RUOH\JLIWRIWKH&DUQHJLH,QVWLWXWLRQRI:DVKLQJWRQ3UHVLGHQWDQG)HOORZVRI+DUYDUG&ROOHJH
3HDERG\0XVHXPRI$UFKDHRORJ\DQG(WKQRORJ\+DUYDUG8QLYHUVLW\30 

FODLPVWRSRZHUEXWDSSDUHQWO\WKH\RXQJNLQJZDVQRWNHHQWRUHWXUQWKHFRPSOLPHQWVLQFHKHVHHPV
to deliberately avoid mention of her on his monuments (especially between ൺൽ 702 and 714). A glaring
exception in this regard comes in ൺൽLV6WHODZKHUH/DG\6L[6N\DSSHDUVWREHPHQWLRQHGDQG
with Stela 46, from the end of his reign this trend is exacerbated since his mother is mentioned several
times in the same text in addition to the explicit parentage statement (Table 3). What this analysis of
the monuments reveals is the measure to which these indeed provide parallel records and how these
UHÀHFWWKHWHQXRXVUHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQWKHWZRPRVWSURPLQHQW¿JXUHVRIWKH1DUDQMRFRXUW
In addition, the earliest texts of the monumental record, in addition to naming .¶DKN¶ 7LOLZ
Chan Chaahk DQG /DG\ 6L[ 6N\ DOVR PDNH UHIHUHQFH WR WKH IRXQGHU RI WKH 1DUDQMR G\QDVW\ RQH
QLFNQDPHGWKH³6TXDUH1RVHG%HDVWLH´ 0DUWLQDQG*UXEH6FKHOH 
)LJXUHDE 7KHVHUHIHUHQFHVERWKGDWHWRൺൽDQGRIIHUQDUUDWLYHVWKDWVWUHWFKDOOWKHZD\EDFN
WR P\WKRORJLFDO WLPHV VLQFH WKH WH[WV LQ TXHVWLRQ SURYLGH KXJH GLVWDQFH QXPEHUV RQH JRLQJ EDFN

QXPEHUVLQFUHDVHWKHORZHURQHVKDYHDWHQGHQF\WRGHFUHDVHDQGWKHLQÀDWHGPHQWLRQVPDGHWRWKHPVHOYHVRQ
their respective monuments are not closely correlated with the few times their name the other. In contrast we can
DOVRVHHWKDW/DG\6L[6N\LVQRWPHQWLRQHGLQWKHPRQXPHQWVRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZLQWKH¿UVW\HDUVRIKLVUHLJQ
a situation that changes noticeably in the last course of his reign (see Table 3).
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Figure 12.$VHOHFWLRQRIFODXVHVQDPLQJWKH³6TXDUH1RVHG%HDVWLH´WKHP\WKLFG\QDVWLFIRXQGHURI1DUDQMR
and a reference made to Ajasaaj Chan K’inichLQWKHPRQXPHQWVRI/DG\6L[6N\DQG.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN:
D 'HWDLORI6WHOD () UHODWLQJWKHDFFHVVLRQRIWKHG\QDVWLFIRXQGHULQGHHSP\WKLFWLPHE 'HWDLORI
Stela 24 (B13-C17), recording the birth of .¶DKN7LOLZ, wherein he is named as 38th successor of the dynastic
IRXQGHUF 'HWDLORI6WHOD -- FRPPHPRUDWLQJD³SDZDQGSLOORZ´HYHQWFRQGXFWHGE\Ajasaaj in ൺൽ564
GUDZLQJVE\&KULVWRSKH+HOPNH 

more than 895 000 years into the past12 0DUWLQ DQG *UXEH    )LJXUH D 7KXV DV /DG\
6L[6N\ZDVDWWHPSWLQJWRUHNLQGOHWKH1DUDQMRG\QDVW\WKHUHDUHSXUSRVHIXOPHQWLRQVWRWKHP\WKLF
G\QDVWLFIRXQGHUEHWUD\LQJWKHXQGHUO\LQJPHVVDJHRIWKHVH/DWH&ODVVLFPRQXPHQWVLQDPRUHVXEWOH
IDVKLRQWKDQLVDW¿UVWDSSDUHQW)DVFLQDWLQJO\DOLWWOHRYHUDGHFDGHODWHUWKHG\QDVWLFIRXQGHUORVHV
his preferential status only to be supplanted in the texts, between ൺൽ 713 and 726, by mentions to the
HPERGLPHQWRIORQJHYLW\WKH(DUO\&ODVVLFNLQJAjasaaj Chan K’inich (Table 3). As such we see a
FOHDUGLVFXUVLYHEUHDNLQWKHZULWWHQUHFRUG
It could well be that the throne was deemed secure and less time was therefore spent on rhetoric
surrounding the dynastic (re)founding with the discourse now shifting to ambitions of extensive and

12

The monuments raised at Naranjo concur that the dynastic founder acceded to the throne on the Calendar
5RXQGGDWHRI2N.¶DQN¶LQ7KLVGDWHLVDWWHVWHGRQERWK$OWDUUDLVHGGXULQJWKHUHLJQRIAjasaaj as well
as on Stela 1 that was raised by .¶DKN¶7LOLZ VHH)LJXUHD 2Q$OWDUWKHQDUUDWLYHVWDUWVZLWKWKLVIXQGDPHQWDO
HYHQWDQGJRHVRQWRUHODWHWRDQRWKHUTXDVLP\WKLFHYHQWLQൻർ +HOPNHDQG.HWWXQHQ 2QWKH
side of Stela 1, the distance number that ties the mythic precedent to historical time can be reconstructed as
ZKLFKFRUUHVSRQGVWRGD\VRU\HDUV +HOPNHDQG.HWWXQHQ 
7KHVH¿JXUHVZRXOGSODFHWKHDFFHVVLRQRIWKHG\QDVWLFIRXQGHUGHHSLQP\WKLFWLPHRQWKH/RQJ&RXQWGDWHRI
12.17.13.8.8.10.10.
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Table 3.$FKURQRORJLFDOWDEXODWLRQRIWKHPRQXPHQWVUDLVHGGXULQJWKHUHJHQF\RI/DG\6L[6N\DQGWKHUHLJQRI
.¶DKN¶7LOLZ7KHPRQXPHQWVDUHOLVWHGDFFRUGLQJWRODWHVW/RQJ&RXQWGDWHUHFRUGHGDVZHOODVFRUUHODWHG-XOLDQ
GDWHVHDFKLGHQWL¿HGDVWRWKHPDLQSURWDJRQLVWRQWKHEDVLVRIWKH¿JXUHSRUWUD\HGRQWKHIURQWDVZHOODVWKH
WH[WXDOUHIHUHQFHVPDGHWRHDFKDVZHOODVPHQWLRQVPDGHWRHDUO\G\QDVWLF¿JXUHVLQFOXGLQJWKH³6TXDUH1RVHG
%HDVWLH´ 61% WKHP\WKLFIRXQGHU

SUHVWLJLRXVUHLJQV¿QGLQJVWLPXOXVLQWKHORQJHVWUHLJQLQJPRQDUFKRIWKHG\QDVW\ZKRVDWRQWKH
WKURQHDWOHDVW\HDUV 0DUWLQDQG*UXEH*UXEHE :KHUHDVWKHUHIHUHQFHVWR
the dynastic founder are tied to .¶DKN¶7LOLZ, many of the references to Ajasaaj Chan K’inich are on
WKHPRQXPHQWVRI/DG\6L[6N\DQGRQHH[DPSOHIRXQGRQ6WHODRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZ is in a context
ZKHUHLQKHOLNHQVDULWXDOHYHQWFHOHEUDWHGE\/DG\6L[6N\WRRQHFHOHEUDWHGE\WKHG\QDVWLFIRUHEHDU
Similarly, on Stela 46, the mention made of Ajasaaj is in a clause attributing him with the agency
for a re-founding event in ൺൽ 595 (9.8.2.3.15), set in apposition to rituals performed by .¶DKN¶7LOLZ
DQGKLVPRWKHUVRPH\HDUVODWHU$VVXFKZHFDQVHHWKDWWKHGLVFXUVLYHUXSWXUHPD\DOVRUHÀHFW
changing patterns of focus and mirror the growing distance between .¶DKN¶7LOLZDQG/DG\6L[6N\

Denouement
Considering the retrospective nature of the textual record that has survived from the regency of
/DG\6L[6N\DQGWKHUHLJQRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN, we also have to be sensitive to which events
DUHFRQWHPSRUDU\WRWKHPRQXPHQWVWKDWEHDUWKHPDQGZKLFKDUHQRW3ORWWLQJWKHHYHQWVWKDWDUHWLHG
WR/DG\6L[6N\DQGVHJUHJDWLQJWKHVHIURPWKHHYHQWVZKHUHLQ.¶DKN¶7LOLZLVVSHFL¿FDOO\QDPHG
as agent, and contrasting these to the latest dates of the monuments that they have commemorated
conjointly, we can see that the monumental record is restricted to a relatively limited window spanning
over ൺൽ ± ZKHUHDV WKH KLVWRULFDO UHFRUGV VWUHWFKHV EDFN WR WKH FHOHEUDWHG µDUULYDO¶ HYHQW LQ
ൺൽ )LJXUH 7KLVHYLGHQWGLVFUHSDQF\FOHDUO\UDLVHVWKHTXHVWLRQRIZK\WKHUHLVVXFKDOHQJWK\
ODFXQDRIPRQXPHQWVGXULQJWKH¿UVWWZRGHFDGHVDQGDOVRVKRXOGXUJHXVWRTXHVWLRQWKHYHUDFLW\RI
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Figure 13.7KHKLVWRULFDOHSLVRGHVWLHGWR/DG\6L[6N\DQG.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN as two discrete linear plots,
LQFRPSDULVRQWRWKHPRQXPHQWDOUHFRUGEHORZUHSUHVHQWHGE\WKHJUHHQDEVROXWHIUHTXHQF\GLVWULEXWLRQFXUYH
illustrating which parts of the historical narrative are contemporary versus those that are clearly retrospective
JUDSKE\&KULVWRSKH+HOPNH 

WKHHYHQWVWKDWDUHVDLGWRKDYHWDNHQSODFHGXULQJWKLVSHULRGQRWWKHOHDVWVLQFHWKHVHWZRGHFDGHV
DFFRXQWIRUDWOHDVWDWKLUGRI/DG\6L[6N\¶VUHJHQF\DQGPRUHWKDQKDOIRIWKHUHLJQRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZ.
,WEHDUVUHPHPEHULQJWKDWRQHRIWKHSLYRWDOHYHQWVGXULQJWKLVSHULRGLVWKHGHIHDWRI&DODNPXODW
the hands of Jasaw Chan K’awiil I in ൺൽDQHYHQWWKDWKHDYHG7LNDORXWRIWKHVKDGRZVRILWVORQJ
KLDWXV7KHULSSOHVRI&DODNPXO¶VSOXPPHWLQJIDOOZHUHIHOWDPRQJDOORILWVDOOLHVDQG1DUDQMRDSSHDUV
WR KDYH EHHQ SDUWLFXODUO\ DIIHFWHG E\ 7LNDO¶V QHZIRXQG DVFHQGDQF\ ZKLFK PD\ JR D ORQJ ZD\ WR
H[SODLQLQJWKHGLI¿FXOWLHVIDFHGE\WKH1DUDQMRFRXUWDQG/DG\6L[6N\GXULQJWKHLQIDQF\RIK’ahk’
7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN,QKLQGVLJKWLWPD\QRWEHFRLQFLGHQWDOWKDW/DG\6L[6N\LVVDLGWRDUULYHMXVW
two months after the accession of Jasaw Chan K’awiil I, as though both events are somehow causally
UHODWHG)XUWKHUPRUHWKHVWXFFRVFHQHWKDWDGRUQV6WU'LQWKH&HQWUDO$FURSROLVDW7LNDOVKRZV
a victorious Jasaw Chan K’awiilGUHVVHGDVD&HQWUDO0H[LFDQZDUULRU 0LOOHU)LJ MXVWWZR
ZHHNV13DIWHUWKHIDWHIXOGHIHDWRI&DODNPXO 0DUWLQDQG*UXEH JUDVSLQJDFDSWLYHZKRLV
said to be ajbaluun sihn14 ajsa’uulµKHRI1LQHH[WHQWVKHRI1DUDQMR¶ )LJXUH :KRWKLV¿JXUHPD\
 7KHJO\SKLFFDSWLRQWRWKHLFRQRJUDSKLFWDEOHDXWKDWVKRZVWKHGHIHDWHG1DUDQMR¿JXUHLVKHDGHGE\D&DOHQGDU
5RXQGGDWHZKLFKDSSHDUVWRUHDG&KXZHQ<D[ZKLFKRFFXUUHGGD\VDIWHUWKHGHFLVLYHGHIHDWRI&DODNPXO
DQGWKHUHE\LVDQFKRUHGWRWKH/RQJ&RXQWGDWHZKLFKZRXOGFRUUHVSRQGWRWKHth of August ൺൽ 695
(see also Martin and Grube 2000: 45).
14
This segment is written 9-7>@-ni, wherein the intervening sign may function as a syllabogram. Marc
=HQGHU E EDVHGRQWKHJO\SKVLQFLVHGRQWKHERQHULQJVGLVFRYHUHGDW&DKDO3HFKKDVVXJJHVWHG
the value VR"IRUWKHVLJQLQTXHVWLRQZKHUHDVWKHSUHVHQWDXWKRUKDVZRUNHGZLWKWKHYDOXHVL". Based on these
13
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Figure 14. The stucco frieze adorning the eastern end of the upper zone of Str. 5D-57 of the Central Acropolis at
7LNDOVKRZLQJ Jasaw Chan K’awiil I grasping a captive from Naranjo, following the decisive battle of ൺൽ 695
DIWHU6FKHOHDQG0DWKHZV)LJD/RV$QJHOHV&RXQW\0XVHXPRI$UWUHSURGXFHGZLWKSHUPLVVLRQ 

KDYHEHHQLVXQNQRZQEXWFOHDUO\KHZDVRIWKHDX[LOLDU\WURRSVWKDWIRXJKWRQWKHVLGHRI&DODNPXO
(Martin and Grube 2000: 76). It is this constellation of historical events that undoubtedly affected and
EURXJKWDERXWWKLVYHU\VHULRXVJDSLQWKHKLVWRULFDOUHFRUGDW1DUDQMRRQHWKDWLVGLI¿FXOWWRRYHUORRN
HYHQWKRXJKWKHODWHUPRQXPHQWVSURYLGHWKHOLRQ¶VVKDUHRIDYHU\YLYLGQDUUDWLYHWKDWRQWKHVXUIDFHLV
TXLWHFRQYLQFLQJ7KLVPHDQVWKDWPXFKRIWKHKLVWRULFDOUHFRUGRIWKHODWHVHYHQWKDQGHLJKWFHQWXULHV
is not a contemporary record as such but is mostly retrospective and thereby liable to inaccuracies,
RPLVVLRQVHPHQGDWLRQVDQGWKHOLNH&OHDUO\WKHVHPXWHGGHFDGHVZHUHDSHULRGZKHUHLQ/DG\6L[6N\
was struggling to gain control of the court Naranjo and win the favour of its courtiers. Undoubtedly
removing the opposition proved to be more tedious, demanding and time-consuming than had been
anticipated. At the very least this casts doubt on the validity of .¶DKN¶7LOLZ as legitimate heir to the
throne and whether his accession was properly sanctioned by the local authorities both secular and
VDFHUGRWDO$QGWKLVGHVSLWHWKHQRZDWWHVWHGSDUHQWDJHVWDWHPHQWRQ6WHODZKLFKPDNHVLWFOHDU
who the father of .¶DKN¶7LOLZ was. Bearing a complete Naranjo Emblem Glyph implies high station
EXWKLVRPLVVLRQIURPWKHZULWWHQUHFRUGZLWKWKHH[FHSWLRQRIKLVPHQWLRQDWWKHWZHOIWK¶VKRXULV
not coincidental. Had the father been the rightful predecessor, or at least an important and charismatic
¿JXUHRQHLPDJLQHVWKDW.¶DKN¶7LOLZZRXOGKDYHFDSLWDOLVHGRQWKLVIDFW2QHFDQWKHUHE\FRQMHFWXUH
that the father may have been of advanced age and perhaps his absence was brought about by his
SK\VLFDODEVHQFHLQWKHER\¶VOLIHEURXJKWDERXWE\SDVVLQJWLPHO\RURWKHUZLVH
$WWKHRSSRVLWHHQGRIWKHZULWWHQUHFRUGZHFDQVHHWKDWERWK/DG\6L[6N\DQG.¶DKN¶7LOLZ
Chan Chaahk rapidly fall into obscurity after ൺൽ 726, with the texts of Stelæ 18 and 46. In fact,
Naranjo is decidedly plunged into a hiatus period wherein no monument is erected until ൺൽ 746, with
the dedication of Stela 20, commemorating the accession of .¶DKN¶<LSLL\&KDQ&KDDKN (Martin and
*UXEH 2QHKLQWDWWKHIDWHRI/DG\6L[6N\WKRXJKLVNQRZQIURPKHUQDWLYH'RV3LODV
where the text adorning the edge of a hieroglyphic bench in a residential compound in proximity to the
royal palace records a series of death statements initiated by a perimortem scattering ritual (Houston
DQG0DWKHZV  )LJXUH 7KHSHQXOWLPDWHFODXVHUHFRUGVZKDWPD\EHWKH&DOHQGDU5RXQG
GDWH&KLNFKDQ3RSRU.LPL3RS  FRUUHVSRQGLQJWRWKHth/13thRI)HEUXDU\
ൺൽ 741, and the passing of a woman whose names and titles bear an uncanny similarity to those of
values the title can be read as baluun soon or baluun sihn7KHTXDQWL¿HGOH[HPHPD\EHUHODWHGWRWKHWUDQVLWLYH
verbal root sinµWRH[WHQG¶DWWHVWHGLQWKH0DGULG&RGH[ %RRW SHUKDSVQRPLQDOL]HGDVsihnµH[WHQW¶
Note also si’inLQ&K¶RUWL¶ :LVGRP µH[WHQGORQJLQDOLQHRUVHULHV¶
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Figure 15.7KHKLHURJO\SKLFEHQFKRI'RV3LODVUHFRUGLQJZKDWPD\EHWKHGHDWKVWDWHPHQWRI/DG\6L[6N\
GUDZLQJRIWKHEHQFKDGDSWHGDIWHU+RXVWRQ)LJGUDZLQJRIGHWDLOE\&KULVWRSKH+HOPNH 

/DG\6L[6N\ 9LOOHOD+RXVWRQ $IRUHLJQGHDWKUHFRUGLVQRWDVXQXVXDODVPLJKW
DSSHDUDW¿UVWQRWWKHOHDVWVLQFHWKH/DWH&ODVVLFNLQJVNHSWWDEVRQWKHLUKRPRORJXHVHYHQWKRVHRI
ULYDO'RV3LODVGXWLIXOO\UHFRUGLQJWKHLUGHDWKGDWHVRQGLPLQXWLYHWH[WVLQFLVHGLQWRKXPDQERQHV VHH
+RXVWRQ)LJ0RKRO\1DJ\)LJF 7KHLGHQWL¿FDWLRQRI/DG\6L[6N\LQWKLV
WH[WKDVEHHQFDOOHGLQWRTXHVWLRQLQUHFHQW\HDUV *XHQWHU \HWEDVHGRQWKHUHPDLQLQJWUDLWVWKH
OLQNWR'RV3LODVWKHFRQWHPSRUDQHLW\RIGDWHVDQGWKHLUSODXVLEOHPDWFKZLWKKXPDQORQJHYLW\PDNHV
this a convincing case in my opinion. This pivotal date would thereby provide us with a good anchor
DJDLQVWZKLFKWRJDXJHWKHUHPDLQGHURIWKHDYDLODEOHKLVWRULFDOGDWD0XFKOLNHWKHPXWHGGHFDGHV
GXULQJWKHLQLWLDOSDUWRI/DG\6L[6N\¶VUHJHQF\WKH¿QDO\HDUVDIWHUWKHODVWPHQWLRQWR.¶DKN¶7LOLZ
DUHHTXDOO\REVFXUH8OWLPDWHO\KLVUDWKHUDEUXSWGLVDSSHDUDQFHIURPWKHZULWWHQUHFRUGVXJJHVWVWKDW
he may have succumbed to an untimely death, sometime in his early forties (based on the ux winakhaab
ajaw title that his son bestows upon him posthumously on vase K7750 as well as on Stela 13).
+RZHYHULQWKHYDFXLW\RIWKHVHODWWHU\HDUVDJOLPSVHRIWKHGLI¿FXOWWUDQVLWLRQIURPRQHUHLJQWR
another is afforded by the texts of Stelæ 18 and 46. The front of Stela 18, which undoubtedly bore an
LPDJHRI/DG\6L[6N\KDVFRPSOHWHO\VSOLQWHUHGRIIDQGZHDWKHUHGEH\RQGUHFRJQLWLRQ7KHODWHUDO
texts survive for the most part and these were inscribed in tandem with the erection of the monument
RQWKHRFFDVLRQRIWKH3HULRG(QGLQJRI th of Sep. ൺൽ 726), commemorating the rites
FRQGXFWHG RQ WKLV GDWH DV ZHOO DV /DG\ 6L[ 6N\¶V SDUHQWDJH )LJXUH  :KDW LV LQWULJXLQJ LV WKH
WH[WRQWKHUHYHUVHRIWKHPRQXPHQW,WLVFOHDUO\LQFLVHGLQ¿QHDOPRVWFDOOLJUDSKLFJO\SKVWKDWDUH
DHVWKHWLFDOO\DZRUOGDSDUWIURPWKHDOPRVWVTXDUHGDQGLPSDVVLYHJO\SKVRIWKHVLGHV2QDFFRXQWRI
being incised, the rear text has suffered greatly from spalled limestone, leaving us with a text wherein
nearly half is completely erased and the remainder is only moderately legible in parts. Nevertheless,
despite weathering the calendrical information recorded can be reconstructed for the entirety of the
WH[W 7DEOH   .HHQ REVHUYHUV KDYH UHPDUNHG WKDW WKH LQFLVHG WH[W PXVW EH D VHFRQGDU\ DGGLWLRQ
DGGHGDODWHUGDWH 0DUWLQDQG*UXEH*UXEHDQG0DUWLQ 7KHUHLVDORWRIPHULW
WRWKLVLQWHUSUHWDWLRQ)RURQHWKHLQFLVHGWH[WSURYLGHVDQDFFRXQWVWUHWFKLQJEDFNWRWKH
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Figure 16. The texts of Naranjo Stela 18. Note that the lateral texts are coeval to the erection of the monument
in ൺൽZKHUHDVWKHLQFLVHGWH[WRQWKHEDFNZDVDGGHGDWDODWHUGDWHGXULQJWKHUHLJQRI<D[0D\X\&KDQ
Chaahk GUDZLQJRIUHYHUVHE\&KULVWRSKH+HOPNHODWHUDOWH[WVDIWHU*UDKDPDQG9RQ(XZ3UHVLGHQWDQG)HOORZVRI+DUYDUG&ROOHJH3HDERG\0XVHXPRI$UFKDHRORJ\DQG(WKQRORJ\30DQG
2004.15.6.2.33).

Table 4. The chronological overview of the text on the reverse of Stela 18
5HIHUHQFH

Long Count

Tzolkin

Haab

-XOLDQ'DWH

()
)
()
))

9.12.10.0.0
+
5.12
9.12.10. 5.12
+
2.3.10.12

9 Ajaw

6RW]¶

08 May ൺൽ 682

4 Eb

<D[

28 Aug. ൺൽ 682

9.14.13.16.4
8.18
9.14.14.7.2
+
3.12
9.14.14.10.14
+
7.6
9.14.15.0.0

.¶DQ

<D[

14 Aug. ൺൽ 725

,N¶

3RS

)HEൺൽ 726

8 Hix

6RW]¶

21 Apr. ൺൽ 726

11 Ajaw

6DN

14 Sep. ൺൽ 726

()
G4
H4-G5
G8
H8-G9
J4
I5-J5

+
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3HULRG(QGLQJRIൺൽ (( KHUDOGLQJWKHDUULYDORI/DG\6L[6N\ODWHUWKHVDPH\HDU (( 
then jumping 43 years forward to August ൺൽ 725, at which juncture an eroded event is named that
ties .¶DKN¶7LOLZ to the name of his successor <D[0D\X\&KDQ&KDDKN (E7-H3). Interestingly, these
¿JXUHVDUHKHUHUHIHUUHGWRDVch’ok-taakµ\RXWKV¶DQGDVZHZLOOVHHWKHUHSHDWHGPHQWLRQRIWKLV
IRUPXODWLRQLQGLFDWHVWKDWWKHVH³\RXQJVWHUV´DUHWKHIRFXVRIWKHWH[W%\UHFRUGLQJZKDWVHHPVWR
be a ritual event wherein both participated, on a date when .¶DKN¶7LOLZ was still decidedly well and
alive, serves to bolster the claims of <D[0D\X\&KDQ&KDDKNWRWKHWKURQHDQGFRQ¿UPWKDWKHKDV
DFTXLUHGWKHULWXDOSULYLOHJHVWREHNLQJLQKLVRZQULJKW VHH+HOPNH 7KLVHYHQWLVIROORZHGVL[
PRQWKVODWHUE\WKHFHOHEUDWLRQVRIWKH0D\D1HZ<HDU 6WXDUW DWZKLFKMXQFWXUH.¶DKN¶7LOLZ is
VSHFL¿FDOO\FUHGLWHGZLWKUDLVLQJDVWHODRQWKDWRFFDVLRQ ++ DQGRQ6WHODWKLVVDPHHYHQWLV
VDLGWRKDYHEHHQZLWQHVVHGE\DVHULHVRIIRUHLJQPRQDUFKVLQFOXGLQJWKHNLQJRI$OWXQ+D 0DUWLQet
al+HOPNHHWDO 7KHVDPHFODXVHRQ6WHODJRHVRQWRUHODWHD³SDZDQGSLOORZ´
HYHQWZKLFKRQ6WHODLQYROYHVWKHDIRUHPHQWLRQHGµ\RXWKV¶²DQHYHQWWKDWGXSOLFDWHVWKDWZKLFK
AjasaajPD\KDYHXQGHUWDNHQLQൺൽ   )LJXUHF 
$OLWWOHRYHUWZRPRQWKVODWHUWKHQDUUDWLYHRQ6WHODVKLIWVWRD³VWDUZDU´DFWLRQ ++D ,Q
many ways this segment is one of the most interesting since the verb is immediately followed by tiko-ko (H9b), probably recording a preposition and Komkom²DWRSRQ\PWKDWDSSHDUVPXOWLSOHWLPHV
in the corpus of Naranjo as a place that is the target of numerous martial actions (Houston et al. 1992:
507-508). The segment ch’ok-taak follows suit (G10). There are multiple possible interpretations, one
RIZKLFKLVWRVXJJHVWWKDWLWLVWKHµ\RXWKV¶RIKomkom that were somehow defeated, but perhaps it
PDNHVPRUHVHQVHWRVHHWKHch’ok-taak segment as a rejoinder of the subjects previously mentioned,
that is the young Naranjo dynasts (see Grube and Martin 2004: 137). Despite these ambiguities, this
pivotal sentence is closed by another, headed by the agency expression uchabjiiy (H10), that serves
WRLQWURGXFHWKHDJHQWRIDQHYHQWLQDFODXVHZKRVHV\QWD[ORFNVWKHVXEMHFWWRWKHSDWLHQWDQGGRHV
not otherwise allow the causative factor behind the verb to be conveyed. Although the name (I1) and
WLWOH - RIWKHDJHQWDUHSDUWO\HURGHGVXI¿FLHQWGHWDLOVUHPDLQWRLGHQWLI\WKHQDPHRI/DG\6L[6N\
and her Emblem Glyph, which are followed by what appear to be the names and titles .¶DKN¶7LOLZ
(J2-J3), preceded by a relational expression (I2), possibly yitaajµZLWK¶ VHH6WXDUW $IWHUWKLV
WXPXOWXRXVHYHQWWKHQDUUDWLYHFORVHV¿YHPRQWKVODWHUZLWKWKHFRPPHPRUDWLRQRIWKH
3HULRG(QGLQJRI6HSWHPEHUൺൽ 726, duplicating precisely the same date as that of the original lateral
WH[WV RI WKH PRQXPHQW:KHUHDV WKH LQFLVHG WH[W SOXQJHV EDFN LQWR WLPH WKHUHE\ FOHDUO\ EHWUD\LQJ
its retrospective nature, the scribes have also been careful to weave the narrative with that already
rendered on the monument, in order to avoid any overt anachronisms of which surely some overtones
are perceptible. What is troubling about this account is that this is the text that appears to have been
added rather belatedly to legitimise the claims of <D[0D\X\ to the throne. However, whereas the thrust
of the incised text is clear, as one that serves to bolster the claims of <D[0D\X\to the succession, it
should be recalled that <D[0D\X\LVRQO\H[SOLFLWO\PHQWLRQHGRQFHLQWKHWH[W,QFRQWUDVW/DG\6L[
6N\DQG.¶DKN¶7LOLZ appear to be mentioned three times each, and as such, this follows the pattern
RISUHGRPLQDQFHVHHQLQWKHRWKHUPRQXPHQWVUDLVHGE\/DG\6L[6N\$VVXFKUDWKHUWKDQDWH[W
appended by <D[0D\X\LQKLVRZQKDQGLWQRZVHHPVPXFKPRUHOLNHO\WREHDQSRVWVFULSWDGGHGE\
/DG\6L[6N\WRRQHRIKHUDOUHDG\H[LVWLQJPRQXPHQWVWREHWWHUFRXFKWKHUKHWRULFWKDWMXVWL¿HGWKH
contrived accession of <D[0D\X\.
Very little of <D[0D\X\&KDQ&KDDKNLVNQRZQDQGLQIDFWWKHUHVHHPWREHPRUHUHIHUHQFHVWR
KLPDW7LNDOWKDQWKHUHDUHDW1DUDQMR VHH0DUWLQ0DUWLQDQG*UXEH*UXEH
and Martin 2004: 139-141). The reason for this is that <D[ 0D\X\ &KDQ &KDDKN was captured in
)HEUXDU\ൺൽ 744, during a strategic surprise raid orchestrated by the <LN¶LQ&KDQ.¶DZLLOWKHNLQJ
RI7LNDO +HOPNHLQSUHVV0DUWLQ=HQGHUE 7KHUDLGZDVHIIHFWLYHGXHWRWKHHOHPHQW
RIVXUSULVHEHLQJH[HFXWHGRQ1HZ<HDU¶VGD\RIWKH0D\DFDOHQGDU,QDGGLWLRQWRKLVGHIHDWDQG

118

&KULVWRSKH+HOPNH

FDSWXUHKLVSDODQTXLQZDVVHL]HGDQGPDUFKHGWULXPSKDQWO\WKURXJK7LNDO 0DUWLQ0DUWLQ
DQG*UXEH 2Q7LNDO6WHOD<D[0D\X\ is shown defeated, humiliated and bound at
WKHIHHWRIWKH7LNDONLQJ<LN¶LQ&KDQ.¶DZLLO,WLVFOHDUWKDWWKLVGHIHDWDWWKHKDQGVRI7LNDOZDVDQ
LUUHYHUVLEOHVHWEDFNZKLFKRQO\UHGXFHGWKHVWUHQJWKRIWKH1DUDQMRG\QDVW\DQGIXUWKHUFRPSOLFDWHG
its economy (one surmises that Naranjo was reduced to tributary relation, paying indemnities to the
victorious state), thereby deepening all the more the hiatus that Naranjo was already plunged into.
However, who was <D[0D\X\&KDQ&KDDKN in relation to his predecessors .¶DKN¶7LOLZDQG/DG\6L[
6N\":KHUHDVQRFOHDUSDUHQWDJHVWDWHPHQWVXUYLYHVWKDWKHOSVWRUHVROYHWKLVTXHVWLRQZHDOVRNQRZ
that .¶DKN¶8NDODZ&KDQ&KDDKN, who acceded in ൺൽ755, made it abundantly clear that he was the
son of .¶DKN¶7LOLZDQG/DG\8QHQ%DKODP of 7XEDO 0DUWLQDQG*UXEH*UXEHDQG0DUWLQ
2004: 143). Thus, the omissions of similar statements on the part of both <D[0D\X\&KDQ&KDDKN
and .¶DKN¶<LSLL\&KDQ&KDDKN, who acceded in ൺൽPD\EHVLJQL¿FDQWLQWKLVUHJDUG:KHUHDV
this may seem as though much is being made from negative evidence, the fragments at hand are
nonetheless very suggestive. Whereas established consensus suggests that the earliest mention to <D[
Mayuy Chan Chaahk is found on Stela 18, and dated to c. ൺൽ 0DUWLQDQG*UXEH*UXEH
DQG0DUWLQ*UXEHE WKLVDVVHVVPHQWLVHUURQHRXV$FDUHIXOH[DPLQDWLRQRIWKH
extant corpus reveals that two additional mentions are made to <D[0D\X\ on both Stelæ 1 and 28,
dated respectively to ൺൽ 702 and 719 (see Martin 1996: 231). This pushes mentions to him in the local
FRUSXVE\DVPDQ\DV\HDUV0RVWVLJQL¿FDQWO\WKHHDUOLHVWPRQXPHQWUDLVHGE\HLWKHU/DG\6L[6N\
or .¶DKN¶7LOLZ is Stela 1 in ൺൽ 702. As such, <D[0D\X\GRHVQRWRQO\VHHPWRPDNHDODWHDSSHDUDQFH
towards the end of the reign of .¶DKN¶7LOLZPDNLQJVFULEEOHGDWWHPSWVWRVXSSRUWKLVFODLPVRQWKH
ODWHVW PRQXPHQW DV KDV XVXDOO\ EHHQ VWLSXODWHG EXW LQVWHDG VHHPV WR KDYH EHHQ D ¿JXUH WKDW ZDV
present early on, albeit in a more secondary role. Instead of being an ostensible offspring of K’ahk’
7LOLZ as some have suggested (Martin and Grube 2000: 78), it now seems much more probable that <D[
Mayuy was a younger sibling of .¶DKN¶7LOLZ, although whether they both shared the same parents, or
MXVWRQHLVXQNQRZQ7KHVLEOLQJK\SRWKHVLVPD\EHEROVWHUHGE\WKHLQFLVHGWH[WRI6WHODZKHUH
both .¶DKN¶ 7LOLZ and <D[ 0D\X\ are referred to as ch’ok-taak, as though there were generational
peers. In addition, the relationship glyph on that same stela, which ties .¶DKN¶7LOLZ to <D[0D\X\ (G2),
closes with the term -winik, and as such may well have recorded a male sibling term (see Stuart 1997:
5). The examples found on Stelæ 1 and 28 can be read <D[0D\X\1DK6D¶ )LJXUH VXJJHVWLQJ
that these record pre-accession, or youth names, thereby giving these an air of authenticity, since the
PHQWLRQPDGHRQWKHEDFNRI6WHODUHFRUGVWKHIXOODFFHVVLRQQDPHEHWUD\LQJWKHDQDFKURQLFLW\RI
WKLVUHFRUG,IWKHVHLQWHUSUHWDWLRQVDUHFRUUHFW/DG\6L[6N\PD\KDYHSUHIHUUHGWRSDVVWKHUHLQVRI
power to a younger sibling, rather than allowing the crown to pass to the offspring of .¶DKN¶7LOLZ. This
FRXOGKDYHEHHQGRQHWRPDLQWDLQKHUSRZHUDQGLQÀXHQFHDWWKHFRXUWDVFRQWLQXHGUHJHQWDSRVLWLRQ
VKHGRHVQRWVHHPWRKDYHEHHQNHHQWRVXUUHQGHU&RQVLGHULQJWKDWVKHPD\KDYHGLHGLQൺൽ 741, it
may not be coincidental that we see mentions made to <D[0D\X\DVNLQJDIWHUWKLVGDWHDVLI7LNDO
was testing its adversary, shortly after his accession to the throne. As such, <D[0D\X\ may have been
NHSWDWED\IRUPDQ\\HDUVDIWHUWKHSDVVLQJRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZ, only being able to assert himself after the
SDVVLQJRIWKHPDWHUQDOO\GRPLQDQW¿JXUHRI/DG\6L[6N\
$FORVHLQVSHFWLRQRIWKHWKLUGVHQWHQFHRIWKHUHDUWH[WRI6WHODFRQ¿UPVWKHQDPHRI<D[0D\X\
Chan Chaahk following the verb and that of .¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN at the end of clause, yet there
DUHWKUHHLQWHUYHQLQJJO\SKEORFNVEHWZHHQWKHVHWZR¿JXUHVZKHUHLQWKH¿UVWWZRDSSHDUWRVSHOO
a name and the third a relationship expression involving … winik. If this is correct, then this important
clause of Stela 18 records not only the names of these two individuals, but also a third. Comparing
WKLVVHQWHQFHWRWKDWIRXQGRQ6WHODZHFDQVHHQRWDEOHVLPLODULWLHV2Q6WHODWKHQDPHVDUHHDFK
UHQGHUHGLQWZRJO\SKEORFNVZLWK<D[0D\X\ KHUHZLWKKLVSUHDFFHVVLRQQDPH ¿UVWDQGK’ahk’
7LOLZ last, leaving once more a third intervening name. The name recorded on Stela 1 is weathered
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Figure 17. Two of the earliest mentions to <D[ 0D\X\ &KDQ &KDDKN at Naranjo, apparently using his preaccession or youth name <D[0D\X\ Nah Sa’, as seen on a) the left side of Stela 1 and b) the front of Stela 28
JO\SKGUDZLQJVE\&KULVWRSKH+HOPNHVWHODHDIWHU*UDKDPDQG9RQ(XZDQG*UDKDP
3UHVLGHQWDQG)HOORZVRI+DUYDUG&ROOHJH3HDERG\0XVHXPRI$UFKDHRORJ\DQG(WKQRORJ\30
and 2004.15.6.3.6).

and unclear but appears to record a chan chaahkQDPHIDYRXUHGE\WKH/DWH&ODVVLFNLQJVRI1DUDQMR
(Grube 2002: 344-347). The outline can be made out on Stela 18, but here the initial segment is
clearer and may record #-ba-la-ja, thereby yielding the affective verb bajlaj, also seen in the name of
/DG\6L[6N\¶VIDWKHU =HQGHU %DVHGRQWKHWH[WRI6WHODLWLVQRZFOHDUWKDWWKLVVDPH
name should be read <D[%DMODM&KDQ&KDDKN (Martin et al. 2017: 670-671). Intriguingly, the nominal
segment of .¶DKN¶<LSLL\&KDQ&KDDKN on Stela 20, not only records his throne name (B1-B2), but
is preceded by another that is only partially preserved (A5-A6). Considering the examples that we
have wherein certain rulers maintain their youth name even after accession, these are typically used in
LQLWLDOSRVLWLRQZLWKWKHQDPHDFTXLUHGDWDFFHVVLRQIROORZLQJ VHH&RODV*UXEH
 7KXVKHUHZHPD\EHORRNLQJDWWKHVDPHSDWWHUQZKHUHLQ<D[%DMODM&KDQ&KDDKN is a youth
name, and intriguingly the initial part of the name on Stela 20 is written ba-la, possibly spelling the
same name that we see recorded on Stelæ 18 and 46. As such, .¶DKN¶<LSLL\&KDQ&KDDKN, may be
WKHWKLUGLQGLYLGXDOPHQWLRQHGRQ6WHO DQG:KHUHDVWKLVLVGLI¿FXOWWRFRUURERUDWHRQWKH
EDVLVRISUHVHQWHYLGHQFHLWSDLQWVDQLQWHUHVWLQJSLFWXUHZKHUHLQZKDWPD\EHWKUHHVLEOLQJVWRRNWKH
WKURQH RQH DIWHU HDFK RWKHU LQ D VXFFHVVLRQ IROORZLQJ WKH SDWWHUQ RI DJQDWLF VHQLRULW\ )LJXUH  
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Figure 18.7KHKLVWRULFDOWUDMHFWRULHVRI/DG\6L[6N\FRPSDUHGDJDLQVWWKRVHRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZand <D[0D\X\
as well as the possible references to .¶DKN¶<LSLL\&KDQ&KDDKN²IRUHLJQPHQWLRQVDUHVKRZQDVKROORZFLUFOHV
JUDSKE\&KULVWRSKH+HOPNH 

GXSOLFDWLQJWKDWVHHQDW3DOHQTXHDIWHUWKHOHQJWK\UHLJQRIPakalXQWLO¿QDOO\WKHRIIVSULQJRIRQHRI
WKHEURWKHUVWRRNWKHWKURQHLQWKLVFDVH.¶DKN¶8NDODZ&KDQ&KDDKN, and the succession proceeded
GRZQ D JHQHUDWLRQ DJDLQ GXSOLFDWLQJ WKH FDVH RI 3DOHQTXH:KDW LV VWULNLQJ DERXW WKLV VFHQDULR LV
that it follows the predictive model wherein lengthy reigns tend to be followed by a rapid succession
of shorter reigns, each one unstable due to the relatively advanced age of the incumbents at their
DFFHVVLRQ$VVXPLQJWKDW/DG\6L[6N\ZLHOGHGVRPHVRUWRISRZHUIURPKHUDUULYDOLQൺൽ 682 until
KHUGHDWKLQWKLVZRXOGPDNHKHUUHJHQF\RQHWKDWODVWHG\HDUVPDNLQJLWRQHRIWKHORQJHVW
Classic Maya reigns on record, bested only by a handful of long-reigning monarchs15 even though she
QRPLQDOO\QHYHUUXOHGDVPRQDUFK$VVXFKZHFDQVHHKHUIXO¿OOLQJKHUDVSLUDWLRQVWRHPXODWHDQG
personify Ajasaaj Chan K’inich, the longest reigning monarch of the Classic period.

15
These are: Ajasaaj Chan K’inich of Naranjo with a stunning 69 years, K’inich Janaab PakalRI3DOHQTXHZLWK
68 years, .¶DKN¶8WL¶-XXQ:LW]¶.¶DZLLORI&RSDQZLWK\HDUVDVZHOODV³,W]DPQDDM´Bahlam,,,RI<D[FKLODQ
and.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ<RSDDWRI4XLULJXDERWKZLWK\HDUV VHH*UXEHD0DUWLQDQG*UXEH 
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&21&/8',1*5(0$5.6
,WLVKRSHGWKDWWKHUHYLHZSUHVHQWHGKHUHKDVVWLPXODWHGRXUWKLQNLQJRQWKHUHJHQF\RI/DG\6L[
6N\DQGWKHUHLJQRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZ&KDQ&KDDKN and encouraged us to reconsider some of the basic
DVVXPSWLRQVWKDWZHKDYHRIWKLVSLYRWDOSHULRGLQ1DUDQMR¶VG\QDVWLFKLVWRU\$VDUHJHQF\WKHUHDUH
VHYHUDOIHDWXUHVWKDWDUHLQKHUHQWLQFOXGLQJWKHUHJHQW¶VDVVXPSWLRQRISRZHURQEHKDOIRIWKHFKLOGDV
the latter bides his time and aspires to a position of authority that he has been groomed for. As we have
VHHQUHJHQFLHVZHUHDOVRRIWHQFKDUDFWHULVHGE\FRQÀLFWZLWKQHLJKERXUVEXWVHUYHGDVVROLGEULGJHV
between often tenuous successions.
$VDIRUHLJQIHPDOHWRWKH1DUDQMRFRXUWRQHPXVWDVVXPHWKDW/DG\6L[6N\PXVWKDYHKDGD
local male homologue, irrespective of whether he was the ruler or even a close member of the royal
IDPLO\7KHFOHDUSDUHQWDJHVWDWHPHQWQRZSURYLGHGRQ6WHODUHVROYHVDORWRIWKHTXDQGDULHVDQG
TXHULHVWKDWKDYHSODJXHGHSLJUDSKHUVIRUGHFDGHV<HWGHVSLWHWKHFODULW\LPSDUWHGE\WKLVVWDWHPHQW
we still need to account for the relative absence of .¶DKN¶7LOLZ¶VIDWKHUDQG/DG\6L[6N\¶VVSRXVH
LQWKHZULWWHQUHFRUGDVZHOODVWKHUHODWLYHO\ODWHDSSHDUDQFHRIKLVQDPHVDQGWLWOHV2QHUHODWLYHO\
SURVDLFH[SODQDWLRQPLJKWEHWKDWKHZDVRIDGYDQFHGDJHWKDW/DG\6L[6N\GLGQRWPDLQWDLQDJRRG
relationship with him and that upon his death he was essentially expunged from the historical record,
QRW WKH OHDVW VLQFH WZR GHFDGHV VHSDUDWH KHU DUULYDO IURP WKH ¿UVW KLVWRULFDO PRQXPHQW DQG WKUHH
decades separate the accession of .¶DKN¶7LOLZ to the mention of the parentage. Alternatively, the father
PD\KDYHEHHQFDSWXUHGRUIDOOHQLQEDWWOHDWWKHKDQGVRI7LNDOLQൺൽ 695, and thereby constituted
a blemish on the court, after which it was deemed best to erase him from the historical narratives.
Another male may well have intervened in such a scenario, thereby greatly complicating the plot,
PXFKDVLVLQWKHFDVHRIWKH2OG:RUGUHJHQWVZHVDZDWWKHRQVHW7KHUHWURVSHFWLYHDFFRXQWRIKHU
arrival to Naranjo, as recorded on Stela 29 (and dated to ൺൽ OLVWVDQXPEHURIPDOH¿JXUHVWKDW
are said to yita-hulRUµFRDUULYH¶DQGLIRQHZHUHWRLPDJLQHDOXULGVFHQDULRLWPLJKWZHOOEHWKDWRQH
RIWKHVHLQGLYLGXDOVKDGDFORVHUUHODWLRQWR/DG\6L[6N\WKDQWKHWH[WVDW¿UVWVHHPWRLPSO\,QDQ\
FDVHWKHPHUHPHQWLRQRIWKHVHLQGLYLGXDOVLQGLFDWHVWKDWWKH\SOD\HGVRPHVLJQL¿FDQWSDUWDQGWKDWWKH
regent deemed them important enough to be commemorated on what one might call her arrival saga.
<HWRQSDUZLWK2OG:RUOGDQDORJXHV/DG\6L[6N\PDGHGHOLEHUDWHHIIRUWVWROLNHQKHUVHOIDQGKHU
deeds to those of prestigious forebears, often times erecting monuments at precisely the same ritual
sites, as if to underscore a more direct and tangible connection with the past.
The relation between .¶DKN¶ 7LOLZ &KDQ &KDDKN DQG /DG\ 6L[ 6N\ ZDV XQGRXEWHGO\ VWUDLQHG
QRW WKH OHDVW FRQVLGHULQJ WKH SRZHU H[HUWHG E\ WKH UHJHQW HYHQ DIWHU WKH PDMRULW\ RI WKH NLQJ DQG
throughout the remainder of his reign, and allowing for the many monuments raised by the regent
LQKHURZQQDPHHYHQSDLULQJWKHVHZLWKWKHNLQJDVLIWKH\ZHUHDZHGGHGSDLU7KLVLQGLVFUHWLRQ
says a lot about the role that.¶DKN¶7LOLZSOD\HGLQ/DG\6L[6N\¶VH\HVHVVHQWLDOO\IXQFWLRQLQJDV
surrogate husband to a dominant mother. Whereas this may not have had much impact on the ruler in
his youth, during puberty and certainly as an adult, this cannot have been an easy predicament to cope
with and points to an unhealthy relationship between parent and child. That being said, however, much
RIWKHPRQXPHQWDOUHFRUGDOVRVSHDNVRIFORVHFROODERUDWLRQDQGRIDVHQVHRISURGXFWLYHSDUWQHUVKLS
EHWZHHQWKHUHJHQWDQGWKHNLQJLQWKHLUHIIRUWVWRVWDELOLVHWKHLQÀXHQFHRI1DUDQMRDQGWRPDLQWDLQLWV
territory, tributary relations, diplomatic alliances, and ties of vassalage.
As an instance wherein a female regent acted as de facto ruler, asserting authority beyond the
FRQ¿QHVRIWKHVWDWLRQWKHUHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQWKHNLQJDQGWKHPDWHUQDO¿JXUHFHUWDLQO\SURPSWHG
much discussion then, just as it still continues to fascinate us today. The sudden disappearance of
.¶DKN¶7LOLZIURPWKHZULWWHQUHFRUGZKHQKHZDVLQKLVHDUO\IRUWLHVDQGWKHIDFWWKDW/DG\6L[6N\
IDLOHGWRUDLVHPRQXPHQWVWRREVHUYHWKH3HULRG(QGLQJVRIൺൽ 731 (9.15.0.0.0) and 741 (9.15.10.0.0),
are strong indications that the ruler succumbed to a sudden and untimely death, which visibly deprived
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/DG\6L[6N\RIPXFKRIKHUDXWKRULW\7KLVVFHQDULRFORVHO\GXSOLFDWHVWKHHDUO\GHDWKRIWKH7RQJ]KL
Emperor, during the regency of Cixi, when he was just 19 years of age, presumably the product of
disease coupled with psychological damages. In order to maintain her station, Cixi thereby introduced
\HWDQRWKHUPLQRUWRWKHWKURQHZKRPVKHFRXOGFRQWLQXHWRPDQLSXODWH,QWKHFDVHRI/DG\6L[6N\
she may have resorted to the same recourse, which may explain the presence of a youthful <D[0D\X\,
DV\RXQJHUVLEOLQJWRWKHNLQJLQWKHWH[WVUDLVHGGXULQJWKHUHLJQRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZ:KDWLVVLJQL¿FDQW
about these early mentions is that these all appear to record his youth name, a telling sign that these are
contemporaneous references. Noteworthy in this regard are the mentions made to <D[0D\X\ on Stelæ
18 and 46 by his full regnal name betraying some sort of ascendancy in the accounts. Even if this is the
correct reconstruction of events we can see that <D[0D\X\ was left in the long shadow of the regent,
since he does not appear to have raised monuments locally and he only comes into sharper focus upon
KLVFDSWXUHE\7LNDODVKRUWWKUHH\HDUVDIWHUWKHSDVVLQJRI/DG\6L[6N\:KHWKHUKHPHWKLVGHDWKDW
WKHKDQGVRI7LNDOLVQRWNQRZQEXWWKHHYHQWFHUWDLQO\KDGDGHWULPHQWDOHIIHFWRQWKH1DUDQMRG\QDVW\
and the following ruler .¶DKN¶<LSLL\&KDQ&KDDKNPD\EH\HWDQRWKHUVLEOLQJRIWKHNLQJDVLVPDGH
tacit by the texts of Stelæ 1 and 18.
$VVXFKZHPD\VHHDSDWWHUQZKHUHLQ/DG\6L[6N\SUHIHUUHGWRVHHDVHWRIWKUHHVLEOLQJVWRWKH
WKURQHRQHDIWHUWKHRWKHULQVXFFHVVLRQUDWKHUWKDQUHOLQTXLVKLQJWKHVXFFHVVLRQWRWKHSURJHQ\RIWKH
ruling monarch, a pattern that in large measure can be said to follow a succession pattern of agnatic
VHQLRULW\VHHQDW3DOHQTXHLQWKHZDNHRIPakal¶VORQJUHLJQ7KHOHQJWK\DQGKLJKO\FHQWUDOLVHGde
facto UXOH RI /DG\ 6L[ 6N\ DQG WKH PDWHUQDO GRPLQDQFH WKDW VKH H[HUWHG PDGH WKH VXFFHVVRUV LOO
HTXLSSHGWRUXOHUHVXOWLQJLQDVXFFHVVLRQRIZHDNNLQJVDQGXOWLPDWHO\1DUDQMR¶V6HFRQG+LDWXV,W
is only upon the passing of .¶DKN¶<LSLL\&KDQ&KDDKNWKDWWKHORQJODVWLQJOHJDF\RI/DG\6L[6N\
ZDVVXSHUVHGHG¿QDOO\VHHLQJDVRQRI.¶DKN¶7LOLZ come to throne as .¶DKN¶8NDODZ&KDQ&KDDKN,
in ൺൽ7KLVDFFHVVLRQWRRNSODFHDWOHDVWWZRGLI¿FXOWGHFDGHVDIWHUWKHSDVVLQJRIKLVIDWKHUDQG
after witnessing the demise of what may have been at least two male relatives. It is this accession that
¿QDOO\EURXJKWWRDFORVH1DUDQMR¶V6HFRQG+LDWXVZKLFKLQODUJHPHDVXUHLVWKHFRUROODU\RI/DG\6L[
6N\¶VOHQJWK\UHJHQF\VLQFHVKRUWDQGVWXQWHGUHLJQVW\SLFDOO\IROORZSHULRGVRIVWDELOLW\UXOHGRYHUE\
strong and charismatic sovereigns. Whereas these are far from the last words on this central chapter of
1DUDQMR¶VKLVWRU\LWLVKRSHGWKDWWKLVIRUD\ZLOOVWLPXODWHDGGLWLRQDOGLVFXVVLRQGLVFXUVLYHDQDO\VHV
DQGWKDWPRQXPHQWVGLVFRYHUHGLQWKHIXWXUHZLOOKHOSWRÀHVKRXWWKLVVWRU\WKHUHE\FRUURERUDWLQJRU
refuting some of the explanations espoused in this study.

$&.12:/('*(0(176
0DQ\ VLQFHUH WKDQNV WR -DURVáDZ ħUDáND IRU KLV NLQG LQYLWDWLRQ WR SUHVHQW WKLV SDSHU DW WKH 5th
Cracow Maya Conference $ ZDUP WKDQN \RX WR 0RQLND %DQDFK 0DJGDOHQD + 5XVHN.DUVND
0DJGDOHQD.U]HPLHĔ'RURWD%RMNRZVNDDQGWKHWHDPDWWKH-DJLHOORQLDQ8QLYHUVLW\LQ&UDFRZIRU
DOOWKHLUKDUGZRUNLQSXWWLQJWRJHWKHUWKLVIUXLWIXOHYHQW'XULQJWKHFRQIHUHQFH,KDGWKHSOHDVXUH
WR GLVFXVV WKH LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV RI WKLV SDSHU ZLWK +DUUL .HWWXQHQ DQG ,YDQ 6DYFKHQNR DQG , JUHDWO\
DSSUHFLDWHWKHLUFRPPHQWVDQGVXJJHVWLRQV0\VLQFHUHWKDQNVJRWR%RJXFKZDáD7XV]\ĔVND)HOL[
Kupprat, Jesper Nielsen and to Rosa-Maria Worm Danbo for carefully reading and commenting on
DQHDUOLHUYHUVLRQRIWKLVSDSHU7R6LPRQ0DUWLQDQG$OH[DQGUH7RNRYLQLQHP\JUDWLWXGHIRUVKDULQJ
ZLWKPHWKHLUUHDGLQJVDQGVXSHUEGUDZLQJVRI6WHOD0DQ\NLQGWKDQNVWR-XVWLQ.HUUIRUNLQGO\
DOORZLQJPHWRUHSURGXFHKLVH[FHOOHQWSKRWRJUDSKV/LNHZLVHIRUWKHUHSURGXFWLRQRIGUDZLQJV,DP
LQGHEWHGWR$UWKXU'HPDUHVWIRUDOORZLQJWKHUHSURGXFWLRQRIWKHKLHURJO\SKLFEHQFKRI'RV3LODVDQG
to Sergio Gomez Chávez for permission to reproduce the incised vase discovered in the excavations at
/D9HQWLOODLQ7HRWLKXDFDQ7KDQNVDOVRWRWKH3UHVLGHQWDQG)HOORZVRI+DUYDUG&ROOHJHDVZHOODVWKH
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3HDERG\0XVHXPRI$UFKDHRORJ\DQG(WKQRORJ\IRUSHUPLVVLRQWRUHSURGXFHWKHSKRWRJUDSKRI6WHOD
DQGWKHGUDZLQJVRIWKH&RUSXVRI0D\D+LHURJO\SKLF,QVFULSWLRQVDVZHOODVWRWKH/RV$QJHOHV
&RXQW\0XVHXPRI$UWIRUDOORZLQJWKHUHSURGXFWLRQRI/LQGD6FKHOH¶VGUDZLQJRIWKHVWXFFRIULH]H
RI6WU'DW7LNDO0\DSSUHFLDWLRQWR7DPP\'H0HLRDW9DQGHUELOWDQGWR.DWKHULQH0H\HUVDW
WKH3HDERG\IRUDOOWKHLUKHOSLQVHFXULQJSKRWRJUDSKVDQGGUDZLQJVIURPWKHDUFKLYHVRI3HWH[EDWXQ
$UFKDHRORJLFDO3URMHFWDQGWKH&RUSXVRI0D\D+LHURJO\SKLF,QVFULSWLRQV
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